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" ,int of order that the motion to reconsider did not 

Fern ihe merits of the subject, but that the debate | 

of gust be confined to the propriety of reconsidering | 

order. 

; Othe SPEAKER (pre. tem.) overruled the point || 

d- of order—remarking that the motion to reconsider \ 
the motion to refer did not open the merits of the || 

C subject, but that the motion to reconsider the mo- | 

re ijon to print did so. eid h 

. Mr. CONRAD (considering this not in accord- || 

r, yee with previous decisions) appealed. ] 

n The SPEAKER (pro tem.) stated the question 

; on the appeal. The point of order made was, that | 
the motion to reconsider the vote ordering this mes- || 

P yge to be printed did not open the merits of the 

; question involved in the message, but that the de- 

1 baie must be confined to the question of printing. 

7 The Chair overruled this point of order; and the | 

. question was, ‘* Shall the decision of the Chair 





1} 


i 


snd as the judgment of the House?”’ 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, referred to the fact 
that long debates (one of which he specified) had 
taken place from time to time in the House upon 
qotions to print. 

The SPEAKER (pro tem.) said, he had no 
doubt in his own mind upon the question of or- 


t 
il 


der. 

Mr. CONRAD repeated, that he had been in- 
formed otherwise as to the practice of the House; | 
but, as the Speaker and other gentlemen differed 
with him, he would withdraw the point of order. | 

Mr. SAVAGE concluded his remarks as above. 

Mr. WHITE moved to lay the motion to re- 
consider on the table, 

Mr. KAUFMAN moved that the House ad- 
ourn, {| 

Mr. SAVAGE withdrew the motion to recon- | 
sider; but said, if any gentleman wished to speak | 
he would renew it. 

The SPEAKER requested the gentleman to | 
slate, unconditionally, whether he withdrew the 
motion. 

Mr. SAVAGE said he did withdraw the motion. 

Mr. WILDRICK, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, made a report. 

Mr. WHITE renewed the motion to reconsider, 
previously made by Mr. Savace, and moved. to 
lay that motion on the table. 

Pending the question— 

On motion, the House adjourned. 














PETITION. 


The following petition was presented under the 
rule, and referred to the appropriate committee: 

By Mr. ROCKWELL: The petition of Bliphalet Pack- 
ard and Wother ciuzens of Cumwingten, Massachusetts, 
in favor of a modification or repeal of the tariff law of 1846, 


pe adoption of the principle of specific duties on im- 
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IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, July 23, 1850. 


The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 


ale the following communication from the Hon. 
Tuomas Corwin: 


To the Hom. W. BR: Kine: Wasatneton, July 22, 1850. 


 Tesident pro tem. of the Senate of the United States : 
Sir: [ have the honor to request that you will lay before 


nate the accompanying copy of a Jetter addressed b 
we to the Governor of Ohi. 7 . 


an sincere regaid, I have the honor to be, your obedient 
vant, THOMAS CORWIN. 


Wasninerton, Jul 1850, 
To His Excellency Seasury Forp, oe 


Governor of the State of Ohio: 

Sta: C have to inform yo ‘oe I fines “beat appointed 
oni of the Treasury of the United States, and my 
on " the Senate of the United States will be vacant from 


With sentiments of bigh 
regard, I am your obedient ser- 
vant, THOMAS CORWIN. 


eons AGRICULTURAL EXHIBITION. 
Mr. NISON presented, and asked that it 
Me be rend, a resolution adopted by the Exec- 
Live Commitice of the New York State Agricul- 
and Y, inviting the members of the 

fai se of ves to attend their an- 
oo oe ten t0 be held in the city of Albany 

3d, + and 6th of Septembe 
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The communication was read and ordered to lie ( tion of the Senator from Louisiana, that this bill 
|| does not increase the number of clerks at all. 


on the table. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, from the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs, reported a bill to provide || 
for the increase of the medical staff of the army of || 


} 
4 


the United States; which waa read and passed to || 
a second reading. 


INDIAN DEPREDATIONS. | 


Mr. ATCHISON. The Committee on Indian || 
Affairs have directed me to reporta bill to extend || 
the benefit of the 17th section of the act to regulate || 
the intercourse with the Indian tribes, and to pre- || 
serve peace on the frontiers, approved the 34 June, i| 
1834, to the citizens of Texas, Florida, and Ala- | 
hama. I trust the Senate will consent to consider | 
the bill now. It does nothing more than ask that 
the benefits of this section be extended to these 


States subsequent to the Seminole war. I think it | 


i 


ought to be extended to them on every principle of || 
justice and equity. This bill authorizes the eiti- || 


zens of these States, who have sustained the loss 
of property by reason of depredation committed 
by any Indian or Indians in amity with the United 
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|| change which is contemplated. 





States, to apply to the agent dr sub-agent, or the 
commissioner of Indian Affairs; and, upon such 
application, it is the duty of the agent or sub-agent, 
or commissioner, to take proof of the amount of 
damage sustained or the amount of property in- 
jured; and, if the tribe to which the Indian or 
Indians belong receive annuities from the United 
States, to reserve the amount from such annuities. 
If they receive no annuities, then that the United 


States shall indemnify these parties out of the || 
|| [can add no better reasons for its passage than 


Treasury. This is the sum and substance of the 
bill. 


The bill was then read a second time, and consid- || 





ered by the Senate as in Committee of the Whole. 
Mr. ATCHISON. I desire to call the attention 
of the Senators from Florida and Alabama to the | 





bill, in order that we may proceed to fill up the || 
blank. 


Mr. CLEMENS. I propose to fill the blank 
with the words *‘ the first day of June, 1836.” I | 
think, too, that the bill ought to be amended by | 
adding the words ** and Georgia,”’ after the words 
** Fiorida and Alatama,’’ and | move so to amend 
it. There were some depredations committed in 
Georgia. 

Mr. ATCHISON. 
amendment. 

The question was then taken on the amendment, 
and it was agreed to. 

Mr. YULEE. I move to amend the proposi- | 
tion of the Senator from Alabama, by filling the | 
blank with the words “the tenth day of May, | 
1842.” 

Mr. ATCHISON. Ithink, Mr. President, it will | 
perhaps be better to postpone the further consid- | 
eration of this bill till to-morrow, so that we can | 
consult as to the best mode of filling up the blank. 

The further consideration of the bill was accord - 
ingly postponed until to-morrow. 


CLERKS IN THE MILITARY BUREAUS. 


Mr. SHIELDS. I ask the Senate to take up 
bill No. 267. The object of the bill is to classify 
the clerks in the War Department, and to equalize 
their salaries. It has been reported by the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, and [ presume will | 
meet with no opposition. 

The bill to provide for the classification of the 
clerks in the military bureaus, and to equalize 
their salaries, was then read a second time, and | 
considered by the Senate as in Committee of the 
Whole. 

Mr. DOWNS. This seems to be a very im- 
portant bill, and I should like to know where it 
came from. It is too important a measure to be 
taken up and passed on the spur of the moment, 
Without consideration. It seems to provide for a 
great many eXtra and large salaries, and 1| appears 
to me that it would be rather hasty to dispose of 
80 important a measure without more information 


on the woeL 
Mr. SHIELDS. I will state, for the informa- 





I have no objection to that 
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ie 
leaves them just as they were with regard to 


| numbers. It merely classifies them, and equalizes 
|| and graduates their salaries. 


It does not increase 
their number, but it is to put the War Department 


|| on the same footing with the other departments, 


This is all the 
This bill has been 
reported by the Military Committee, and has been 
lying on the table for a considerable time. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. | hope there is no 
necessity for explaining further the object of the 
bill. Its design is well known, both to the Senate 
and the country. It must also be well known that 
in the organization of new bureaus, the clerks in 
these departments are receiving higher compensa 
tion than those in the older departments. In the 
War Department, which is the oldest, the clerks 
have been receiving a less compensation than in 
some of the others. Sir, | believe there ts no ciass 
of the community so poorly paid, according to 
their attainments and the duties which they have 
to perform, as the clerks in the bureaus. There 
are frequently to be found there men of high clas- 
sical attainments, and who render very important 
services to the country; and it is no reflection on 
the heads of bureaus to say that it not unfre- 
quently occurs that the clerks are more competent 
than they are. In alt the oldest bureaus, the law 
bears in this way with peculiar hardship, and so 
it has been considered by every committee who 
have examined this subject, from 1815 to this day. 
The bill which is now before the Senate is the 
same as was reported last session of Congress, and 


which at present is not the case. 


those which I then gave to the Senate, and hope 
the bill will be passed without objection. 

Mr. DOWNS. I did not rise to offer any ob- 
jection to the bill, but merely to obtain such infor- 
mation in regard to it as appeared to be necessary. 
And, having obtained such information as satisfies 
me, from the chairman of the Military Committee, 
I have no objection to the passage of the bill. [t 
appeared to me to be a very important bill, and as 
1 knew nothing of its provisions, | was anxious to 
know what they were. 

The bill was then reported back to the Senate, 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, and 
was subsequently read a third time and passed. 


BILL ON LEAVE. 


Mr. BRIGHT, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill for the relief 
of Ebenezer Dumont, which was read a first and 


| second time by its title, and referred to the Com- 


mittee on Military Affairs. 
ROUND ISLAND. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. 1 beg to offer the 


'| following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy transmit to the 


| Senate copies of the instructions, orders, and cerreepond- 


euce relating to the assemblage of persons on Round T-land, 
and referred to in bis letter of the Sth of June last, (Execn- 
tive document 55,) as having been furnished to ue President 
on the 30th of May last. 

This is a resolution calling for papers which, 
from an error as to the period of the introduction 
and passage of a resolution of the Senate, have 
failed to reach the Senate, and the reply refers to 
papers which, owing to this accident, never arrived. 
The papers are, consequently, not in the posession 
of the Senate. It is in order to obtain the first an- 
swer that has not reached the Senate that | offer 
this resolution, 

The resolution was adopted. 


RESOLUTION ADOPTED. 


Mr. DOWNS aubmitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Luterior be directed 
to turuixts the Senate with all the information in his depart- 
ment relative toe the present condition of the swamp avd 
overtiowed lauds of Louisiana, with enpies of any reporta 
that may have been recently made On this subject ; ale, an 
estimate of the area of swamp lands iv that State, and of 
those subject to overflow which bave been sold hy the United 
States; with a statement of the general character of the 


jands that still reqiain the property of the Governwent after 
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ee 


the swamp and overflowed lands granted by the act of 2d {| 


March, 1819, shall be certified to the State, classifying those 
lands, and giving the number of acres in each class. 
THREE MONTHS’ EXTRA-PAY CLAIMS. 
The Senate then proceeded to consider the 
amendment of the House of Representatives to the 
resolution of the Senate for restoring the settlement 
of the ‘three months’ extra-pay claims to the ac- 
counting Officers of the Treasury, and, on motion, 


it was ordered that it be referred to the Committee || 


on Military Affairs. 
THE COMPROMISE BILL. 

The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the order of the day, being the bill for the ad- 
riseion of California as a State into the Union, to 
establish Territorial Governments for Utah and 
New Mexico, and making proposals to Texas for 
the establishment of her western and northern 
boundaries. 

And after some time spent in the consideration 
of the bill, and the various amendments, (an ac- 
count of which will be found in the Arpendix,) 


On motion of Mr. BADGER, the Senate then || 


proceeded to the consideration of executive busi- 
ness, and afier some time spent therein, the doors 
were reopened, and 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wenpnespay, July 24, 1850. 

The Journal of yesterday was read. 

Mr. NEWELL asked leave to offer a resolution. 

Mr. WENTWORTH rose and stated that his 
name was a 
proceed to the consideration of the business on the 
Speaker’s table, he having been present, and voted 
in the negative. 

Ordered, that the Journal be amended accord- 
ingly. 

On motion by Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, the 
vote by which the petitions of sundry citizens of 


the Unned States, praying indemnity for French || 
spoliations prior to the year 1800, was laid upon | 


the table, was reconsidered. 


The said motion to lay upon the table was with- | 


drawn; and, 

On motion by Mr. McL., by unanimous con- 
sent, the said petitions were commitied to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

On motion by Mr. McL. ,the vote by which the 
Committee of the Whole House on the state of 
the Union was discharged from the further consid- 


eration of the bill of the House to establish a new || 
collection district in the Territory of Minnesota, || 
and for other purposes, and the same was referred | 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, was re- || 


considered. 
The question recurring upon the motion to dis- 
charge and refer the same, was withdrawn. 


On motion by Mr. McL., the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union was dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the bill 
of the House authorizing the construction of a 
custom-house in the city of Cincinnati, and it was 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

The resolution proposed by Mr. News .i was 
read for information, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire inte the expediency of making appropriations to 
remove obstructions from the moaths of Shrewsbury and 
Manasquan. rivers, on the Atlantic coast of New Jersey; 
also, inte the expediency of making appropriations to pro- 
vide means for the preservation of life and property by ship- 
wreck, similar to those now in use on the Long Island and 
New Jersey shores, to be located, one at Watch Hilt Point, 
near the dividing line between Connecticut and Rhode 
Island, one on ‘the south side of Manasquan river, New 
Jersey ; others between those already established on Long 
island ; and others between Cape May and Cape Hatteras 
on the Atlentic coast; also, to paint the houses already 
erected by order of the Jast Congress, and to provide cer- 
tain ariicles for them, which are now wanting; and that 
they report by bill or otherwise. 

Objection being made, the resolution was not 
received. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, called for 
he regular order of business. 

TIGRE ISLAND. 

The first business in order was the motion yes- 
terday made by the gentleman from New York, 
[Mr. ara to reconsider the vote by which 
the message of the President, of the 22d instant, 
in answer to the resolution of the House of the 
24th of January last, in relation to Tigre Island, 
was ordered to be printed and referred to the 


omitted upon the vote to || 


Committee on Foreign Affairs, and to lay that 
| motion on the table. 
The motion to reconsider was laid on the table. 
Mr. BURT insisted upon the regular order of 
business. 
In pursuance of this order— 
| The SPEAKER commenced the call of the 
| committees for reports, commencing with the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 
| Mr. POTTER, from the Committee on the Post 
| Office and Post Roads, reported a bill to reduce 
and modify the rates of postage in the United 
States; which was read a first and second time by 
| its title, referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
| the state of the Union, and, with the report accom- 
| panying, ordered to be printed. 
POSTAGE—SPECIAL ORDER. 
Mr. POTTER also reported, under instructions 
| from the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
| Roads, the following resolution, viz: 


| Resolved, That the House bill to reduce and modify the 
| rates of postage be made the special order for the first Tues- 


| day in August next, and from day to day until the same is 
| disposed of, 


Mr. BAYLY said, he hoped the House would 
| make no more special orders. 
|| The SPEAKER. This resolution can only be 
| entertained by unanimous consent. 
Mr. BAYLY and others objected. 
| Mr. POTTER said, he had been instructed by 
| the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads to 
| report the resolution. His opinion was, that it 
was in order; if the Chair decided otherwise, he 
| should take an appeal. 
The SPEAKER repeated his decision ruling the 
| the resolution out of order. The House, he said, 
could not, except by a suspension of the rules, 
| make a special order, whether by a report from a 
Standing committee, or by resolution offered by 
|} an individual member. Such was the rule of the 
Flouse; and such was the invariable practice of the 
|| House. . 





|| the rale. 
|| The SPEAKER read the 136th rule, in part, as 
follows: 

“No standing rule or order of the House shall be rescinded 
| or changed without one day’s notice being given of the mo- 
tion therefor; nor shall any rule be suspended, except by a 
| vote of at least two thirds of the members presents nor shall 
| the order of business, as established by the rules, be post- 
| poned, or changed, except by a vote of at least two thirds 
| of the members present.” 

The question, “Shall the decision of the Chair 
stand as the judgment of the House?’ was taken, 
and decided in the affirmative. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained, and 
| the resolution was ruled out of order. 

| On motion by Mr. POTTER, the Committee on 
| the Post Office and Post Roads was discharged 
| from the further consideration of the petition of 
| Nathan Lee, praying compensation for carrying 
the mail, and it was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. BROWN of Mississippi, from the Com- 
| mittee on the District of Columbia, reported back 
| with an amendment, Senate bill enutled “‘Amact to 
enable the corporation of Georgetown, in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, to construct certain works therein 
mentioned, and for other purposes;’’ which, with 
the remonstrance of the citizens of Georgetown 
epeions the passage of said bill, were ordered tobe 

rinted. 

y Mr. B. also, from the same committee, reported 
a bill making a grant of public lands to the Dis- 
trict of Columbia for school purposes; which was 
read a first and second time by its title, referred to 
e Committee of the Whole House, and, with the 
report accompanying, ordered to be printed. 

THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, from the Commit- 
tee on the District of Columbia, reported the fol- 
lowing resolution, viz: 

Resolved, That the bills reported from the Committee on 
the District of Columbia, be made the special order of the 
day for the second Friday in August next, and be consid- 
ered in the order in which they stand on the ealendar, 
until disposed of. 

The resolution having been read, objection was 
made. 

So the resolution was not received. 

Mr. BROWN. Send it back to me. 


CONSTRUCTION OF LAWS. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, from the 
Committee on the Jadiciary, reported the follow- 








|| ing resolution: 


| 


Mr. McCLERNAND called for the reading of | 


'| placed in the hands 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


July 24 


Resolved, That the President of 

quested to have prepared and eS hie ne” 
at the commencement of the next session, all the on” 
f the ) Aesrets ore of iile United States, declines 
to the public laws not now ia force 8" COustructig 

The resolution having been read, 

Mr. THOMPSON moved its adoption He 
said that the resolution only required these op, 
= —— are and reported, not prin 

e a en reported and prin 
March, 1841. ee 

_ . amendment having been offered— 

e question was taken, and the resoluti 
shone we 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, from the 
Committee on the Judiciary, reported a bill sy». 
plementary to the act entitled “* An act for the :. 
duction of the costs and expenses of proceeding 
against ships and vessels;”” which was read a first 
and second time by its title, referred to the Com. 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. T. also, from the same committee, reporiej 
a bill for the relief of Sylvester Pettibone; whic) 
was read a first and second time by its title, ;. 
ferred to a Committee of the Whole House 
with the report accompanying, ordered 
printed. 

Mr. T. also, from the same committee, made an 
adverse report, which was ordered to lie on the 
table and printed, upon the en of James 
Uppinghouse and other heirs of Joseph Uppinc. 
house, praying for the passage of a law to cance| 
certain land warrants issued to their father, and 
asking that the same be issued to their mother, 

On motion by Mr. T., the Committee on the 
Judiciary was discharged from the further consid. 
eration of the petition of Victor Morass, praying 
for the passage of an act by Congress to authorize 
him to enter a certain quantity of land; and it was 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims, 


PUBLIC LIBRARY OF ALABAMA. 


Mr: THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, from the 
Committee on the Judiciary, reported back, with- 
out amendment, a joint resolution of the House, 
instructing the Secretary of State to furnish to the 
State of Alabama duplicates of books and docu- 
ments heretofore supplied by Congress, and which 
were destroyed by the recent burning of the State 
capitol of said State. 

r. T. asked that the resolution be put upon 

assage. 

he resolution was read. 

Mr. T. called for the reading of the report, 
showing what documents the Secretary of Stae 
had on hand. 

The report was read. a 

The joint resolution was then read a third time, 


and passed. 
WILLIAM MAXWELL. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, from the 
Committee on the Judiciary, reported a bill for the 
relief of William Maxwell, late marshal for the 
District of Georgia; which was read a first and 
second time by its title. ' 

Mr. JACKSON, of Georgia, asked that the bill 
might be put upon its passage. The case, he said, 
was one which had strong claims upon the con- 
sideration of the House; and, if the House would 
consent, he would make a statement of the fects. 

The SPEAKER said, that the gentleman was 
in order. ws wilh 

Mr. FOWLER asked that the bill might be 


Union, 


» and, 
to be 


its 


And it was read. ; 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, called for 
the reading of the report of the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

And it was read. ‘ 

Mr. JACKSON, of Georgia, then proceeded in 
his remarks. In support of his motion he stated 
that William Maxwell, former marshal of the 
district of Georgia, was now in danger of the e- 
forcement of an execution against him for a debt 
never received by him or his dept », A judgment 
had been rendered, in the year 1824, against ah 
master and his security, in Georgia. A fi. fa. 
been issued upon it, and a levy made upon ei 
to the deputy of @ former marshal, and the money 


never paid over. DOO edd 
‘a second ther was issued a 
= vs ‘of hie scpaiy who, eucertit 











1850. 


I ———X 


oo 


vn be before, returned upon it ‘* this execution has || 


» paid.” Upon this return sait was brought || 

inst Maxwell, and, before he could obtain evi- || 
dence to explain this return, a judgment was 
gwarded against him in the District Court of |) 
Georgia. A few days after, he possessed himself || 
of the evidence, and applied for relief to the Post 
Ofice Department. Enforcement of the execution 
yerinst Maxwell was suspended, and remained | 
suspended until the present year, when Maxwell 1 
was notified that the execution would be enforced. || 
At the instance of the honorable Mr. Berrien, 
genator from Georgis, and of Mr. Jackson, the 
resent Auditor of the Post Office Department | 
bid granted & further suspension, in hopes that the | 
money might be collected out of the estate of the 
former marshal, whose deputy had collected the || 
money. Mr. Maxwell was now an aged man—a || 
man of high respectability—who had performed, 
honorably and satisfactorily, all the duties of his 
ofice, and had long since resigned it. He now 
applies to the Congress of his country for relief. 


THE 


| be agreed to. 


| and twenty or one hundred and fifty dollars. 
| had already cost that amount in the time which 
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-» that the first execution had been paid many | son,] and the members of the committee, But it | 


Was a claim which did not belong to that commit- |, 
tee. Andit was not to be presumed that they were || 
familiar with the rules that governed the Com- 


|| mittée of Claims in deciding upon cases of this | 


description. He (Mr. C.) must, therefore, sub- | 
mit the motion, (which he made with entire respect | 
to the Committee on the Judiciary,) that the bill 
and report be referred to the Committee of Claims, || 
that it might pass under their supervision, and be || 
subject to the rules which that committee had es- || 
tablished in passing upon this and all other claims || 
of this description. He hoped the motion would 


Mr. STANLY obtained the floor. 
Mr. WILDRICK, from the Committee on En- | 
rolled Bills, made a report. 
Mr. STANLY then said, that the amount in- | 
volved in this claim was some one hundred 
It |) 
it had occupied. He was not generally in favor || 
of passing claims in this way; and he thought that | 





The execution, otherwise, might hereafter be en- 
forced against his family. As he had never re- 
ceived one dollar of the money; as no deputy of 
his had ever received one dollar of it; as the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary had unanimously reported 
ip his favor, Mr. J. trusted that the House would 
take up the bill, and immediately put it upon its 





Le. 
er CROWELL said, that he had listened with 
attention to the report of the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary which had been read, and to the explana- 
tion which had been made by the gentleman from 
G-orgia, (Mr. Jacxson.] And he could not, from 
all that he had heard, discover that this case was | 
distinguished from any other which appropriately 
belonged to the Committee of Claims, and by that 
committee brought to the consideration of the 
House. It was not distinguished in any of its 
features from that class of claims so frequently 
prevented for relief. And, so far as his (Mr. C.'s) 
information went, he never had seen a claim of 
this kind passed upon ‘by the Committee on the 
Judiciary. He had confidence in that committee, 
butclaims of this kind did not belongtothem. If 
he recollected right, a claim which passed the 


House during the last Congress was reported fa- || 
vorably from that committee, and that claim as || 


well as this ought to have gone to the Committee 
of Claims, The Committee of Claims had estab- 
lished rules by which they were governed in their 
decisions upon claims of this kind, and of every 
other description. There was no question in- 
volved Here which rendered it necessary to invoke 


the interposition of the Committee on the Judici- 


ary. It was a simple question whether a certain 
officer of the Federal Government should be re- 
lieved from the effects of a series of blunders and 
inattention to business, running through a series 
of years—whether, to give that relief, an amount 
of money should be abstracted from the public 
Treasury, or rather, whether that amount should 
hot go into the Treasury of the United States 
atall. If the present, or the late marshal had at- 
tended to his business as an officer should, he 
might have amended his returns so as to have pre- 
vented a judgment being rendered against him, if 
the facts were as enibodied in the report and as 
sated in the explanation of the gentleman from 
Georgia, [Mr. Jackson.] It was not within the 
competency of the House to know the rules which 
uniformly governed the Committee of Claims in 
their action on these cases. He remembered that 
during the last Congress, an application of a simi- 
lar kind came before the Committee of Claims 
from the State of Vinginia, where an officer—a 
marshal probably—had, by his own laches, or neg- 
ligence, suffered a judgment to be rendered against 
im in the District Court. And the principle 
Which the ¢cmmittee applied to that claim was, 
that ee not grant relief in cases of that 
kind, e@ committee were unanimous in reject- 
ing that claim. And he would appeal to the chair- 
man of the Committee of Claims [Mr. Dawiet 
to say if that rule had not been uniformly applies 
in relation to such claims. He (Mr. Cy for one 
Was uowilling to sit here and not object to the pa 
sage of claims of this kind, involving as it dida 
departare from the rules which had heretofore 
Foverned the committee andthe House. ages 
vith entire | ‘to the ¢ 


these remarks with entire 
of the Comimittée on the Jud , (Mr. THome- 


| bills should be passed. 


| Its passage. 





before they were acted upon, the appropriation ] 
But after the report which || 
had been read from the Committee on ‘he Judi- | 
ciary, and the statement which had been made by | 
the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Jacxson,] he | 
was opposed to another reference of the bill to the || 
Committee of Claims, and was willing to vote for ] 
He, therefore, moved the previous | 
| question. I] 
| There wasa second. The main question was || 
ordered, and, being taken, first, on the motion to || 
refer the bill to the Committee of Claims, was de- |, 
cided in the negative. 
So the bill was not referred to the Committee of || 
| Claims. 
The question recurring upon ordering the bill to || 
be engrossed for a third reading— i| 
| Mr. CROWELL asked if it was in order to || 
move to refer the bill to the Committee of the I 
Whole on the state of the Union? | 
The SPEAKER Said it was not in order, as the || 
| House were now acting under the previous ques- 
| tion. 
The question was taken, and decided in the af- | 
firmative. 
So the bill was ordered to be read a third time. 
_ Mr. CROWELL objected to its reading at this 
ume. 
So the bill lies over. | 
Mr. MEADE, from the Committee on the Ju- || 
diciary, reported back, without amendment, the || 
joint resolution from the Senate relative to the 
payment of dividends or interest on war bounty 
scrip; which was read the third time and passed. || 


Mr. RICHARDSON moved that the House re- || 
solve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 


Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania. 
morning hour expired ? 
The SPEAKER. It has not expired. i 
Mr. BUTLER. Is it in order to make that | 
motion? 1} 
The SPEAKER. The motion is in order. i| 
Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, appealed to || 
the gentleman to withdraw his motion, to enable |! 
him to make a further report from the Committee || 
on the Judiciary. 
Mr. RICHARDSON insisted upon his motion, |, 
and demanded the yeas and nays. 











Has the || 
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Mr. BAYLY. Have not the appropriation bills 
precedence over all others except special orders? 
The CHAIRMAN, It will be inorder to move 
to lay aside the California message to take up any 
one of the general appropriation bills, since they 
are especially provided for by the rule. But the 
Chair would state that no other bill than one of 


| the general appropriation bills can be reached ex- 


cept by moving the postponement, one by one, of 
all the bills on the calendar preceding it. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, requested the 
Chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 


| to state tothe committee the order in which he 
i] ee to take up the general appropriation bills. 


he CHAIRMAN said this could 
the California bill was laid aside. 
in order, except by 

Objection was ma 

Mr. WENTWORTH insisted upon the busi- 
ness in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The motion of the gentle- 
man from Virginia is in order. 

Mr. PRESTON KING rose to a point of order, 
and inquired if there was not an order of the 
House directing the committee to vote upon the 
California bill? 

The CHAIRMAN replied, that an order had 
been passed directing the debate to close. The 
Chair, however, considered it competent for the 
committee to lay the bill aside. 

Mr. WENTWORTH and Mr. PRESTON 

ING respectively called for the reading of the 
order of the House. 

Some search ensued, and the order not being 
immediately at hand— 

Mr. PRESTON KING said it was the usual 


order directing the committee to proceed to vote 


e done after 
It was not now 
— consent. 

e. 


|| upon the amendments then pending and to be of- 


fered, and to report the bill to the House. Ho 
would not detain the committee by insisting upon 
its being read. Did the Chair decide that n was 
competent for the committee to lay the bill aside? 
The CHAIRMAN stated that he did so decide. 
Mr. KING said he should not appeal from the 


| decision, though he considered it incorrect. The 
motion now pending, he believed, was to lay aside 
the California message. . 


The CHAIRMAN replied, that it was to lay 
aside that message with the view, as the gentle- 
man from Virginia had stated, of taking up the 


| appropriation bills. 


Mr. PRESTON KING asked for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, repeated his re- 
quest to Mr. Barry to state to the committee the 


|| order in which he proposed to take up the appro- 


priation bills. 
Mr. WENTWORTH objected. 
Mr. BAYLY desired to inquire of the Chair, in | 


|| case his motion to lay aside the California message 
| Should prevail, and the Military Academy appro- 


priation bill should be taken up and acted on, if 


| they would not then recur to the California meas- 


sage? 

The Chairman’s reply was not heard. 

Messrs. Caner, of Florida, and Harars, of 
Tennessee, were appointed tellers, 

The question was taken, and the tellers reported 
ayes 93, noes 60. 

So the California question was laid aside. 


MILITARY ACADEMY. 
On motion by Mr. BAYLY, the bill making 





The yeas and nays were refused. | 
And the question being taken, was decided in 
the affirmative—ayes 7), noes 52. 


The House accordingly resolved itself into Com- |, 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, | 





(Mr. Boyp inthe chair.) : 


Mr. BAYLY addressed the Chair, and was rec- 

ognized. 
CALIFORNIA. 

The CHAIRMAN announced that the first 
business in order was the California message. 

Mr. BAYLY moved to lay aside this message, 
and take up the bill making appropriations for the 
support of the Military Academy for the year 
ating 30th June, 1851. 

He said that this was thea 
oiyeeeies 

e bills in their usual order, 
etary antics 

rst vefore the committee? 

The CHAIRMAN. Th 


ropriation bill usu- 
to proceed with | 


what was the 








¢ California message. | 


appropriations for the support of the Military 


Academy for the year ending 30th June, 1851, was 


then taken up. : 

The bill was read entire. 

Mr. BAYLY. If there be no amendment to 
this bill, I move that it be Jaid aside to be reported 
| to the House. 
| Mr. WENTWORTH addressed the Chair, and 

was recégnized: 

The CHAIRMAN stated that no amendment 
was in order until the reading of the bill by sec- 
tions was commenced. 

The first section was read. 

Mr. WENTWORTH said, he should make 
the usual pre forma motion to strike out the first 
| section of the bill, because, by so doing, the whole 
| state of the Union would be under discussion, and 
he thereby could submit the remarks which he 
felt valled upon to submit by the extraordinary 
| vote just taken. : 
| "The committee would bear witness, that by no 
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California been retarded for a single moment. From 
the commencement of the session, he had been 
for action, and against all discussion. 
the admission of California. There never had been 
any necessity of discuasion. 


the bearings of slavery upon it, 


The vote that had been taken was an extraordi- | 
California had been virtually rejected. | 


nary one, 
Thecountry would be astonished at the result. The 
country may not understand it at first, yet it will 
eventually; and members may as well be frank 
upon the matter first as last. He preferred to speak 
out now, and let the people know that the worst 


hadcome. The bill admitting California had been | 


postponed until the next session, and by the cast- 


just been done. 

His experience had satisfied him, that when the 
appropriation bills were passed, Congress invaria- 
bly adjourned. 


opposed to the admission of California, 
men understand what they are about. They are 
old and experienced members. They play to win. 


in the House of Representatives, where the ayes | 
and noes could be called, the attempt to lay aside || 


California has never prevailed, nor do | believe 
itever could prevail under the yeas and nays. But 
here, sir, in this committee, where no record is 


kept, it has been laid aside, and that, too, by the |; 
votes of men who voted exactly the other way in || 


the House. 

Have those men been deceived? My regard for 
their honesty compels me to believe they have 
been, whilst my regard for their good sense com- 
e!3 me to believe they have not been. The case 
is a plain one. They may, however, have yet an 
opportunity to explain their positions; and I call 


and the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means will make the motion to lay aside the Cali- 
forpia bill once more. Then, if gentlemen do not 
wish the California bill postponed until the next 
session, tney should leave the company of the 
enemies of California’s admission, and go with its 
friends against the proposition, 

Mr. W. called the attention of new members to 
the fact that it would take until near September to 
dispose of the appropriation bills; and then, in 
his opinion, it would be impossible to keep Con- 
gress in session. 

Indeed, he began to fear that there was a class 


of northern politicians who profited by this eter- 


nal conflict between the North and the South. 
They seemed to have everything to gain and noth- 
tng to lose by keeping it open. Mr, W. had 
been one of those from the beginning, who, by 
all his votes, had labored to settle this question 
touching our new Territories. It has been and now 
is, in the power of the North to settle it. It has 


a majority in both Houses, and could settle it as it | 


pleased. And why did it not do so? Because 
there was a balance-of-power party in the North, 
who hoped to advance their political fortunes by 


playing anto the hands of the South. They did 
not want the slavery question settled, and had often 


prevented its settlement by their own votes. 


California has asked for admission. Admit her, 
and that settles the question, so far as she is con- 
er aside, as has just been 
t is in the 
power of northern members to admit her when- 
ever they please, and the people should so under- 


cerned, Why lay 
done, except to agitate and to irritate? 


stand it. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 
act, and by no word of hie, bod the eteiesten of = = : rn 
Tongue- i 
tied, he had wrought with all his energies to hasten || 


The people under- | 


stood all about the merits of the case, and all about || would not, censure the South. 


We have now laid aside the Cali- || 
fornia bill to take up the appropriation bills, and | 
that, too, under the lead of men who are avowedly || 


These || 


I was coming at. 
|| tleman from Arkansas that I cannot speak for the 
| Free-Soil party. I never have attended the caucuses 
| of any other party, nor voted for the ticket of any 
| other marty than the Democratic party. And ama- 
| jority of t 

| on this floor has ever been, on any test vote, in 
| favor of the Wilmot proviso. 
|| Democrats of the North opposed to the extension of 
|| slavery, | will now say what I was about saying 
1| wea be 

| them will vote to adjourn until the appropriation 
| billy 











‘| and that is in relation to Deseret. [ am willing to 
|| admit it as a State, or to organize itas a Territory, 
under the provisions of the celebrated ordinance 


of 1787. 

Mr. W. said he only alluded to these matters 
to show how easy it was to settle them if the 
North would only be united. He could not, he 
For all the exer- 
tions of the South could delay the settlement of 


all these questions but fora few weeks, if northern 
men would but do their duty. 


And yet Mr. W. thought it one of the most re- 


markable curiosities of the day, that the men who 
denounced slavery agitation the most were the 
| very ones that did the most to encourage ii. 
their tongues’ ends is always the cry for settle- 
ment,and yet, when achance for settlement comes, 
|| they are the first to scorn it. 
ing vote of its professed friends, too. The enemies | 
of California could not alone have done what had | 


On 


The confinement of 


slavery to its present limits was not only the quick- 
est and surest way to stop the progress of fanati- 
cism and abolitionism, but it was the only possi- 

| ble way in which it could be done, to his knowl- 
edge. 


He entreated northern men who had just now 


deserted the friends of California, to return when 
the next bill came up, Unless they did so, they 

could not avoid the charge of opposing the admis- 

| sion of California. 

| sion atall, it must come in before the appropriation 
bills were acted upon. 


For, if it come in at this ses- 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Will the gen- 


tleman from Illinoie allow me to make an inquiry? 


Mr. WENTWORTH. 


Certainly. 
Mr. JOHNSON. 


I would be glad to know 


from the gentleman from Illinois, for the informa- 
tion of the House, if it is now to be understood 
that the Free-Soilers are to change front, and here- 
after oppose the appropriation bills, as a part of 
| their California policy? This charge has been 
'made against the South; and now, when we are 
|| ready to pass the appropriation bills, | want it dis- 
|| tinetly understood if the Free-Soilers are going to 
|| oppose the appropriations? 

their attention to it. Soon this bill will be finished, «| 


Mr. WENTWORTH. That is just the point 
But I will first say to the gen- 


at party from the North as represented 


If he refers to the 


interrupted me, that I believe not aman of 


ass. Certainly I will not. 
Indeed, I think all this cry about the loss of the 


| appropriation bills is a hambug—a mere pretence 
|} on the part of men pledged to support California, 
| for indirectly staving off the vote upon its admis- 
| sion, 
| North or South, that intends adjourning until the 
| appropriation bills are passed. 


I do not believe that there is a single man, 


And Mr. W. 
wished he could say as much for California. 
But (Mr. W. said) he was violating a solemn 


| resolution of his, made before he came here, at the 
|, commencement of this session, to give no encour- 
| agement to any discussion upon this worn-out 


topic, one that the children at school understand 
as well as we. Yet he could not refrain when 


|| pointing out to the less experienced members upon 


this floor, that he looked upon the vote this morn- 


_ ing as a test vote; and, should it be repeated upon 


the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means’ next moves to lay aside California for an 


| appropriation bill, the slightest doubt that any 


man can create in his mind by any explanation of 


| his own course, will be forever removed, and he 


The same of New Mexico. She has adopted || should consider all hopes of admitting California 


her constitution. 


hope to profit by agitation ? 


vented, not by southern, but by northern votes. 
I will agree to ay, ee liberally for her claim 
to the portion of New Mexico she claims. 


fornia, and it can be 


if she will surrender her claim, and take her pay 
in money, There remains but one question more, 


Why should she be kept out of 
the Union by northern votes, unless because they 
When New Mexico 
and California are admitted, much of the existing 
embarrassment in the legislation of this country is 
removed. Their admission is now being pre- 


Dis- 
connect that question from that of admitting Cali- 
at once. No man 
will act more liberally towards Texas than I will, 








at this session as gone forever. 

Mr. McCLERNAND said, he was surprised at 
the new-born zeal of the member from the Chicago 
district. That gentleman, at the last session, was 
understood to be opposed to making provision for 
the future admission of California into the Union 
asa State. Not only he, but all the other Aboli- 


tionists of the then House, were understood—and 
no doubt truly understood—to be opposed to the 
measure. They predicted, in dolorous accents, 
that the consequence of such a measure would be 
to permit slavery to go into California, and that 
once having established itself there, it would be 
| recognized and confirmed by the constitution of 
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the proposed State of California. The result. has 
proved otherwise. California had since fo “ 
State constitution, the opposition of these a : 
men to the contrary notwithstanding, and - 
applied for admission into the Union, prohib how 
slavery. So much for the previous opposition a % 
predictions of these psuedo-friends of California 

What now of the present position of these - 
gentlemen? They profess to be in favor ee 
admission of California; but, no doubt, for > 
same reason that they were formerly i 
ber admission. They formefly opposed her » 
mission, because her area was an addition of euch 
to the territory, in regard to which they could 
agitate the question of slavery. They now - 
her admission as a separate measure, because the 
result will be, to leave the Territories of Utah and 
New Mexico open for the application of the ~ 
viso. Thus, what at first view appears inconsis,. 
ent, upon a more critical examination, is found to 
be quite consistent, and altogether natural, 
the admission of California is not the mair 
with these gentlemen. She is not their first Joy. 
but the ** Wilmot’’—the Wilmot proviso—is {)y.), 
first love. They are opposed to the joint seiiip. 
ment of all the territorial questions, because the 
the occupation of Othello would be lost to him, 
because they would be deprived of the opportuniiy 
for agitating and convulsing the public mind; be. 
cause then they would be left without a plank o 
swim them above the depths of political oblivion, 
The * Wilmot,” not California, he repeated, was 
the aim and object of those gentlemen who claimed 
to be the peculiar friends of California. 

Why (Mr. McC. repeated) this new-born zea! 
for California? Was it because it was apprehended 
that the Senate would pass a bill for the common 
settlement of all the territorial questions? Was 
it for the purpose of forestalling such a result, and 
committing the House against concurring in the 
action of the Senate, that the motion had been 
made by the member from the Chicago district 
to precipitate action here, where it was supposed 
the spirit of faction and ultraism was stronger than 
it was in the Senate? Was this the reason? If 
so, it proved that those who sympathize in this 
course, are the enemies rather than the friends of 
California. And are they not in truth the enemies 
of California? If California shall fail to be ad- 
mitted, they will be largely—very largely—respon- 
sible for the result. Upon their heads be the 
consequence. 

The movements of to-day corroborated a report 
which had pervaded the city for some days past, 
and, as far as Mr. McC. knew, without con- 
tradiction. The report was, that what was called 
the * free-soil” party in this House, had deter- 
mined “to rule or ruin’’—to pass the admission 
of California, in the way they had arrogantly 
prescribed, or otherwise, to stop the wheels of 
Government. To be more particular, it was a 
part of this report that members of this party had 
agreed in caucus, probably in this Hall, in the fist 
place to oppose everything except the appro- 

riation bille, until California should be admited, 
te the consequences be what they might. Afier- 
wards this condition was struck out, and they re- 
solved to oppose everything, at all hazards and (0 
the last extremity, until California should be ad- 
mitted by herself independently, and irrespective 
of governments for the other Territories. This re- 
port did not accord with the professions of certain 
gentlemen this morning, respecting their willing- 
ness to pass the appropriation bills. 

There were those who assumed to be par excel- 
lence the friends of California, who were merely 
making her subordinate to the purposes of a mis- 
erable sectional agitation; who favored her adinis- 
sion, not because they entertained any real friend- 
ship towards her, but because they could the better 
promote that agitation in respect to the other Ter- 
ritories, which was their political meat and drink. 
The true friends of California were those who 
wished not only to admit her, but to connect her 
admission with such other measures as the exigen 
cies of the times required; and after it should have 
been ascertained that a joint measure, looking \ 
the settlement of all these questions, could not suc 
ceed, it would be time enough to inquire, whether 
separate measures for the admission of Californis, 
and for the government of the Territories, should 
or should not be proceeded with. He scouted the 
idea, that those, and those only, who were in favor 
of the admission of California as an independent 
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re, were her true friends. 
nothing dishonorable, or discreditable to any gen- 
an, vat he denounced such professions as de- 
seo Those gentlemen were the true friends 
“California, who would adopt measures where- | 
vd her admission might be secured, with the gen- 
eral consent of the country, in connection with pro- | 
visions extending governments to alf the Ter- | 
o known that the Government of the United | 
gates was under obligation, by treaty, to provide | 
weh governments as soon as practicable. There | 
e 
a the Government and the condition of the | 
people of the Territories, that governments should 
be given to them as well as to California, and at 
the earliest practicable day; and this had been the | 
Mr. McC.’s earnest efforts. He would 
jssert with confidence, let who would contradict 
it, that there was a large, an overwhelming ma- | 
jority of the people of Illinois in favor of settling 
this whole question at the same time and bya 
common act. And if there were any man, here 
or elsewhere, Who would venture before the people 


of that State, with an adverse doctrine, he would || 


soon discover his mistake. The people of [Illinois 
were tired of this miserable agitation, which had 
been a hobby in the hands of a few men, to enable 
them to retain office by pandering to prejudice and 
fanaticism. The people of Illinois looked to the 


ace of the Territories, and of the whole country. || 


They desired such a settlement of all these disturb- 
ing questions as would be satisfactory to the whole 
country. This was her wish; this was his own 
wish. It was the ground upon which his con- 
stituents, and two thirds of the people of Illinois 
stood. It was the ground upon which all those 
stood who, by conciliatory measures, had been 
endeavoring to effect an amicable pacification. 

He had heard it stated that there were those in | 
this House in favor of the admission of California | 
by herself, and opposed to the adoption of territo- 
ral governments, except accompanied with the 
proviso; who were determined to paralyze the 
Government, rather than suffer themselves to be 
defeated; who had determined to call the yeas and 
nays, and to protract the session indefinitely, 


rather than permit themselves to be deprived of || 


thisanti-slavery hobby; this Mr. McC. condemned 
as factious and revolutionary. Hiscourse upon the 
subject had been a national one; it had been en- 
tirely free from ultraism. He had desired to do 
all that was in his power to compose the country, 
and to conciliate conflicting views and interests. 
He was stillin favor of that policy. He would 
adhere to it to the last, until he found that it was 
,invain longer to do so; and whenever that state 
of facts should present itself, he would then deter- 
mine, in view of the circumstances which might 
surround us, what course it was proper to adopt. 
Let us (said Mr. McC.) pass a bill for the admis- 
tion of California, making provision for the govern- 
ment of the Territories, and adjusting the disputed 
boundary between Texas and the United States. 
Let us do all that can be done on a fair, reasonable, 
and just basis, and then let us appeal to the 
patriotism, the interests, and the fraternal feelings 
of every section of the country, for approval and 
confirmation of what we have done. We shall 
then have discharged our duty, and we can go 
ome to our people with the consciousness that | 
we have doneso. Our constituents, the friends of 
the Union, the lovers of peace everywhere, will 
greet our return with the approving words, * well 
one good and faithful servant.”’ 

Mr. WILMOT obtained the floor, and addressed 
the committee for an hour, (in remarks which will 
be published in the Appendix.) 

At the outset of his remarks,.and when Mr. 

- Was replying to a portion of the remarks of 
Mr. McCierwanp to the effect that there was a 
party prepared to defeat the appropriation bills, 
and paralyze the action and powers of the Gov- 
ernment on certain contingencies— 

Mr. WILLIAMS rose to a point of order. 

€ submitted that it was not in order on this bill 
to diseuss the question of the admission of Cali- 
fornia, &. 

Mr. PRESTON KING said, that as the whole 
question of the freedom of debate came into con- 
‘roversy on this point of order, he should ask that 
It be reduced to writing. 

Mr. WILLIAMS referred to the rule on which 
he based his point of order. 





highest necessity, both aa concerned the || 


He imputed | 
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The point of order was then reduced to wri- || firm—shoulder to shoulder—and to save the coun- 


| ting, as follows: 


“T call the gentleman to order, under the 31st | 
rule of the House, which requires the speaker to 
‘confine himself to the question under debate, 
‘and it is not in order for the gentleman to discuss 


‘now ne. 
Mr. HILLIARD inquired whether the question | 
was debatable ? 


iven a decision. 


The CHAIRMAN then said that, looking to | 


the range of debate which was allowed in Com- || 
| mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, the 


Chair did not feel authorized to pronounce the 
remarks of the gentleman from Pennsy|vania [Mr. 
Wimot] out of order. The Chair, therefore, 
overruled the point of order. 

Mr. WILLIAMS said, that he appealed from 
the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. WILMOT desired to be informed by the | 
Chair, whether, when the House was in Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, the | 
state of the Union generally, as well as the imme- 
diate bill which was pending, was not under con- 
sideration ? 

The CHAIRMAN assented, remarking that it 
was upon that ground that he had overruled the 
point of order. 

The question was then taken, “ Shall the decis- 


| 


ion of the Chair stand as the judgment of the || 
committee?” and decided in the affirmative, with- || 


out a division. 


So the decision of the Chair was affirmed by the ! 


committee. 


| 1848. He believed that if the nominee of the 





Mr. WILMOT then continued hia remarks; and | 


the hour having expired— 


Mr. OLDS obtained the floor, but yielded to | ; — : 
Mr. McCLERNAND, who replied to portions | which the resolution terminating the debate had 


of the speech of Mr. Wixor, (in remarks which | 


will be published in the Appendix.) 


Mr. OLDS then resumed the floor, and ad- | 


. i 
He concurred in some | 


dressed the committee. 
of the sentiments expressed by the gentleman 
from Illinois, [Mr. McCiernann.] He regarded 


| the vote which had been taken this morning to || 
lay aside the special order of the day, being the | 
| message of the President in relation to California, 


as clearly indicating that no bill for the admission 
of California into the Union would be passed this 
session. Each successive vote that had been 
taken in that House, had exhibited an increasing 
weakness on the part of the friends of California; 
each successive vote had demonstrated that there 
was a falling off, a diminution of the number of 


those whoat first took a firm stand forthe admission | 
| in Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
| Union, (Mr. Born in the chair,) and proceeded to 
| the further consideration of the bill app~opriating 
| for the support of the Military Academy. 


of California. He avowed himself pledged to vote 
for her admission. He had been ready and willing, 
from the commencement of the session to the 
present hour, to vote for her admission, with her 


present constitution; and Fe was notonly ready and |, | 5 
| motion of Mr. Wenrworrs, to strike out the first 
| section. 

He || 
would say, also, that if, at any future time, appli- 


willing to vote for her admission, but to vote sep- 
arately and distinctly upon all the different ques- 
tions which were now agitating the country, 


cation should be made for the admission of a 


State into the Union, in which State slavery ex- | 


isted, he would not hesitate to vote for her admis- 
sion. He was not opposed to the admission of 
slave territory into the United States; but he was 
utterly opposed to the extension of slavery into 
territory that was now free. 

He had seen with regret attempts made to di- 
vide the Democratic party—to separate southern 
Democrats from northern Democrats on this ques- 
tion; he had seen this, he said, with regret; for 
he regarded the Union, the nationality, the ad- 
herence and codperation of the Democratic party 
as the only thing which could save the country 
from all im ing danger. The measures and 
the policy of the ocratic party were the only 
measure and the only policy which had ever re- 
sulted in any lasting benefit to the country. The 
measures and the policy of the Whig party have 
been found injurious to the best interests of the 
country; indeed every one of their cherished and 
darling measures have been repudiated by the 

le. Mr. 0. proceeded, at considerable length, 


to contrast the Democratic with the Whig policy, 
particularizing and commenting upon the promi- 
nent measures of those two great parties respect- 
ively; and appealed to his Democratic friends not | 
|| to 

















allow themselves to be disunited, but to stand |) 


try, in its present emergency. He adverted to the 
| position of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. 
|| Witmor,) who had addressed the committee, and 
|| who claimed to be a Democrat par excellence, and 
|| yet gloried in the fact of his op 
‘the merits of the California bill on the question | 


pposition to the 
nominee of the Democratic party for President in 

|- 
timore convention had been elected, the Arran 


telecine! diame al et } into which the country now found itself plunged 
e said, the Chair had not yet || 


would have been avoided. 

[A full report of his remarks will be given in the 
Appendix.) 

On motion by Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania, 
(after some conversation,) the committee rose and 
reported. 


Mr. BAYLY offered the usual resolution pro- 

sing to close debate in the Commitice of the 

hole on the state of the Union on the bill making 
appropriation for the Military Academy in five 
minutes after the House shall egain have resolved 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

hoy ORR moved to lay the resolution on the 
table. 

Mr. KAUFMAN, in order, he eaid, to give the 
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. Burr) oppor- 


| tunity to explain the amendments which, as the 


organ of the Military Committee, he wished to 
offer, moved to amend the resolution by striking 
out “ five” and inserting ‘ thirty.’" 

The amendment was agreed to, 

And the resolution, as amended, was adopted. 


Mr. KAUFMAN moved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. RUMSEY rose (he said) to a privileged 


question, and moved to reconsider the vote by 


been adopted, and he moved to lay that motion on 
the table. 

The SPEAKER stated that a privileged motion 
was already pending—made by the gentleman 
from Texas, and that the gentleman from New 
York could not offer his motion unless the motion 


|| of the gentleman from Texas were withdrawn. 


Mr. KAUFMAN declined to withdraw, and 


|| Suggested to the gentleman from New York that 
| his motion was unnecessary, as no gentleman, he 


presumed, would propose to reopen the debate. 
A motion to adjourn was made and rejected. 
The question recurred and was taken upon the 


motion of Mr. Kaurman, and was decided in the 
| affirmative. 


MILITARY ACADEMY. 
The House accordingly resumed its session 


The question pending was on the pro forma 


The question was taken, and decided in the 


— 
r. BURT said, by the suggestion of his 


friends, he would send to the table to be read for 


| information, three amendments, which he desired 
| to offer to the bill, ander the instructions of the 


| Committee on Military Affairs, and he desired to 
| make a few remarks in explanation of their pro- 
visions. 

The amendments were read, as follow: 

Sec. 1. And be it further enacted, That the senior Aid-de- 
| Camp of the Major General commanding the army may be 
| taken from the Captains or Majors of the army, and shall 
| be allowed the pay and emoluments of a Major of cavairy, 
Sec. 2. And be tt further enacted, That whenever the 
| lineal rank of the Superintendent of the Military Academy 
| shall be under the grade of Lieutenant Colonel, he shall be 
entitled to the pay ond emoluments new allowed by law to 
| the Profeasor of Natural and Experimental Philosophy ; and 
| the provisions of this section shail take effect from and after 

the 15th August, 1845, 

Sec. 3. 4nd be it further cnacted, That from and afier the 
passage of thie act the Adjutant of the Military Academy 
shall receive the same pay and allowances as the Adjutant 
of a regiment of le 

Mr. BURT requested the committee to grant 
| him its indulgence while he explained these amend- 
| ments, as he was particularly anxious that their 
| purport and effect should both be heard and un- 
| derstood. The first amendment which he offered, 

under an instruction from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, related to the officers who served as 

ids to the Commander-in-Chief. 
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‘Mr. JONES rose to a question of order. His | I am in favor of the proposed increase of compen- 


point of order was, that the first amendment was || 
not relevant, not being in any way connected with || 
the West Point Military Academy. I} 

The CHAIR overruled the point of order, sug- || 
gesting that it might be made when the bill came || 
before the House, 

Mr. JONES stated, that he raised the point of || 
order at this time, for the purpose of giving an || 
opportunity for its decision ela 

Mr. BURT resumed. He was about to re- 
mark, when this point of order was raised, that 
this amendment had an especial reference to the 
present Commander-in-Chief of the army of the || 
Wnited States, well known to be General Scott. | 
The bill provides, that the Commander-in-Chief | 
must take his aids from the lieutenants in the | 
army. ‘The Commander-in-Chief is entitled to two || 
eids. The two officers who are now attached to | 
Wim in that capacity, accompanied him in his haz- 
ardous and brilliant march from Vera Cruz to the 
city of Mexico. They are intelligent and gallant 
officers, who, for their inappreciable services, have 
heen promoted. And, unless this amendment 
should be adopted, the Commander-in-Chief will 
be compelled to dismiss them, because they are 
elevated above the grade of officers to which his 
selection of his aids, under the existing system, is 
confined. Every military man must be aware of | 
the necessity of having officers of skill and intelli- |) 
gence to occupy the position of aids to the Com- | 
manding General. It was not, therefore, necessa- | 
ry that he should make any more urgent appeal to 
the committee that the Commander-in-Chief should 
be subjected to the unpleasant necessity of separ- || 
ating himself from his present aids, because they 
had won a higher rank in the army by their gallant || 


and meritorious services. 

The next amendment which he proposed, re- | 
lated to the Superintendent of the West Point | 
Academy. It was a proposition te raise the pay | 
of that officer, so as to make it equal to that of | 
the Professor of Natural and Experimental Phi- 
losophy, which is equivalent to that of Lieutenant 
Golonel of Dragoons. Captain Brewerton, the | 
Superintendent of the West Point Academy, is a | 
Captain of Engineers. His duty, as superintend- || 
ent, is, to overlook and control the operations of | 
the Academy. It is absolutely necessary that he || 
should be a gentleman of talents, accomplish- 
ments, and high attainments. And whenever it is || 
necessary to detail from any post an officer for this || 
station, the selection is alileraty governed, not || 
by tie rank of the officer, but by his fitness and 
accomplishments. He is detailed for duty at the || 
Academy by a peremptory order from the War || 
Department, which leaves him no choice, but | 
which he is compelled to obey. He quits the po- || 
sition he occupied in the army, and, in obedience 
to the order of the Department, assumes the duties 
of Superintendent of the Academy, 

There are officers residing at West Point who, || 
on all occasions where the laws of etiquette pre- || 
vail, rank the present Superintendent. There are || 
professors in the institution who receive twice the 
pay which he receives. Yet there is now. noin- 
structor in the military or scientific branches of the | 
insGtution, who is subjected to so much laborand 
expense. On this account, the Committee. on 
Military Affairs have come to a decision to move 
for an increase of the pay of the Superintendent, 
And he could not entertain a doubt that the com- 
mittee would sustain the proposition. The pres- 
ent pay of the Superintendentis $50 a month, four 
rations, one horse, and one servant. ‘The amend- 
ment which he was instructed to move, proposes 
to raise this pay to $75 per month, five rations, one 
horse, end two servants. In other words, the 
preposition is, to give him the eye pay which is 
given to the Professor of Naturaland Experimental 
Philesophy, or to a Lieutenant Colonel of Dra- 
goons. 

The Committee on Military Affairs, at the in- 
stance of the Secretary of War and the Chief of 
the Engineer Department, have taken the respon- 
sibility of recommending this, increase of pay. 
He was as sincere and consistent a friend of econ- 
omy as any member of this House. No man 
(saul Mr. B.) who knows me, sir, as you do, 
will ever suppose that I would urge a. movement in 
favor of any extravagant ex iture for the offi- 
cers of the army, But I am in favor of allowing 
a just compensation for services, a proper equiva- 
lent for the duties which are devolved on an officer. 





| 


| lery. 


| had been assigned 
| committee for the 


| 


sation. Gentlemen might make what remarks they 
might think proper in reference to this declaration, 


| but he felt assured that the good sense of the 


House would sustainhim. He would only assure 
that committee that the proposed increase of pay 


| was indispensable, and that it ought not to be 


withheld. 


Academy. He spoke. in the presence of gentle- 


|, men who were perfectly cognizant of the duties of 
|| this officer, and of some who had been official 


visiters at the Academy. He could assure the 
committee that the duties of this officer were more 
arduous than those which were required of the ad- 
jutant of any regiment, in time of peace. There is 
no adjutant attached to any regiment during a pe- 
riod of peace, whose duties so entirely occupied 


| his time as those of the Adjutant of the Academy | 


at West Point. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, asked a question rel- 
ative to the duties of adjutants, which did not reach 
the ear of the reporter. 

Mr. BURT went on to say, that the duties per- 
formed by the officer, who filled the, post of adju- 
tant at the West Point Academy, were greater 
than those required from the adjutants of regiments. 
Mr. Rives, the present adjutant at the institution, 
belongs to the artillery, and is a lieutenant of artil- 
His present pay is $30 per month, four ra- 
tions and a servant, Like any other lieutenant 


| who performs the duties of adjutant, he is entitled 
| to an additional $10 a month for that service, I 


believe this amount of compensation to be abso- 
lutely indispensable for the comfortable subsistence 
of that officer. On account of the additional cost 
to which his situation subjects him for his living, 
it is indispensable that his pay should be increased. 

The Committee on Military Affairs had their at- 
tention called early to the subject of the pay of officers 
of the army generally witha view to its equilization, 
by raising the pay of some of the lowest grades of 
the service, and cutting down that of some of the 
highest. They had not as yet succeeded in fully 
carrying out their design into a matured form. But 
they are of opinion, that these changes, which he 
had now suggested, in the shape of amendments, 
ought to be made. And if it was the intention of 
Congress to continue and to sustain this Military 
Academy at West Point, this modification of the 
existing laws appeared to the committee to be in- 
dispensable. 

Mr. HOUSTON said, if he understood the first 
amendment proposed by the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, it was to authorize the 
present Aids of the Commander-in-Chief to retain 
their situations, although they had been promoted, 
and notwithstanding the provisions of the existing 
laws. He did not exactly understand the reasons 
on which this proposition was brought forward. 
And before he was called on to give his vote on 
the amendment, he was desirous to hear the 
grounds on which this change of the law was rec- 


|| ommended. 


Mr. BURT said he had already stated. that the 
Commander-in-Chief could not take his aids from 
any higher grade of officers than lieutenants, He 
would further say, that it was known to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, and there could be no 
impropriety in his making the statement here, that 
it 1s the personal request of the Commander-in- 
Chief that he may be permitted to retain about 
him his present aids, 


Mr. HOUSTON said that he did not put the 


| question with a view of opposing the proposition 


understand the reasons which 
uF the chairman of the military 
ge. He now understood 
the matter perfectly, and hehad no objection what- 
ever.to the adoption of the amendment, which he 
believed to be perfectly proper and desirable, 
Mr. MA 
some remarks touching the propriety of altering 
the law regulating the appointment of Lapcunent 


e did not perfects 


ent of the Military Academy, so as to deprive 


the Engineer Corps of the Army of the monopoly 


of that office, and to throw it open to the competi- 
tion of meritorious officers belonging to other corps, 


of the Army. 

The time for debate having now expired, 

Mr. MARSHALL resumed his seat, 

The CHAIRMAN said the bill would be read 
by sections. 
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Some conversation followed on a point “ 
There was a demand, pretty onemie 2ae 
that Mr. Marsuatt should proceed with his .” 
marks, - 

Mr. BAYLY anid that, as he 
ported the bill, he was, by. the 
hour. 


i rule, entitled 
He would yield the floor fora mottion at 


that time to the gentleman from K: 
The third amendment which he proposed, was . entucky, (Mr, 


'in reference to the Adjutant of the West Point | 


| 
| 




















Marsa tu. 

Mr. MARSHALL then resumed and concluded 
his remarks, (which will be published in the 4, 
pendix,) and submitted the following as an dient, 
ment, to come in at the end of the bill, viz: ; 


Provided, That the Superintendent of the Military Acad 
my shall hereafter be selveted from the officers of ihe ar . 
of the United States who have obtained at least 
a Lientenant Coloneicy by brevet or otherwise, 
selected atthe discretion of the President from 
the army. 


Mr. M. having concluded— 

Mr. BAYLY took the floor. 

The hour was growing Jate, and there was & 
call that the committee should rise. 

Mr. BAYLY was about to proceed with his re. 
marks. 

Mr. McMULLEN asked his colleague {Mr, 
Barty} to vield to a motion that the committee rise, 

Mr. BAYLY rather seemed inclined to proceed 
this evening. 

Mr. BURT said he would ask the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means, who had re. 
ported this bill, to yield to a motion that the com- 
mittee rise. He (Mr. B.) desired to reply to some 
of the remarks of the gentleman from Kentucky, 
[Mr. Marswatu,] and to ask of the courtesy of 
the gentleman from Virginia, that he would yield 
a brief space of his remaining time for that pur. 
pose. The bill could not be passed to-night, and 
he (Mr. B.) hoped, therefore, the gentleman would 
consent to postpone his remarks until morning. 

Mr. BAYLY yielded. 

The committee then rose and reported. 

Mr. HOWE asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to withdraw certain papers. 

Objection was made. 

And the House adjourned. 


PETITION. 


The following petition was presented, under the 
rule, and referred to the appropriate committee: 

By Mr. GOODENOW : The petition of James Baily and 
108 other citizens of Pittston, in the State of Maine asking 
Congress so to alter or amend the revenue law of 1846, that 
the prosperity of the country may be revived, and labor 
shielded from the hazard stand contingencies of a foreign 


competition. 


the rank of 
and may be 
@DY Corps of 








IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, July 24, 1850. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a report from the Department of War, 
communicating, in compliance with a resolution of 
the Senate— 

lst. A report of a reconnoissance of a route for 
a road from San Antonio to El Paso, by Lieutenant 
W. F. Smith, of the Corps of Topographical En- 
gineers. ; 

2d. A report of a reconnoissance of a route for 
a road from Corpus Christi to the myitary post 
on the ome by rears N. Milcher, of the 
Corps of Topographi ngineers. 

3. A report of a seapenniesnes of the Sacra- 
mento mountains, by Lieutenant W. F. Smith, of 
the Topographical ineers. 

4th. A report of the reconnoissance of a route 
for a military road from the Gulf of Mexico to El 
Paso, by Lieutenant Francis T. Bryan, of the To- 
pographical Engineers. : 

th. A report of a reconnoissance of the country 
between San Antonio and El Paso, by Brevet 
Lieutenant Colonel J. E. Johnston, of the Topo- 
graphical Engineers. 

6th. A report of a reconnoissance. of a route 
from the Upper Valley of the South Branch of the 
Red River to the. Rio Pecos, by Lieutenant N. 


Milcher, of the Topographical Engineers. 
7th. A rt ae condition of the River Col- 
orado, and estimated cost of its improvement, 


by Brevet Lieutenant Colonel J. E. Johnson, of 


the Topogre ical Engineers. ‘ 

Mr. vis. of Saeorsingl: Mr. President, I 
did. not learn from the reading of the communica- 
tion whether any map of the routes described in 


these them. . 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair un- 








18540 


derstan 
omy 
we 
garvey 
nich 
ance, * 
comme 
| hope 
Hence 
accom 
prince 
ferred 
partice 
if ap 
any s 
gepare 
shoul 
Th 
glor 
Mi 
prop 
repo! 
to th 
A 
to 



















N 
Wi 
gi0l 
rev 
mit 



















































































































































rder, 
ade, 


5 re. 


| re. 
0 an 
n of 


Mr, 
ted 
nd. 
de. 


m 
ot 


| of 








rf 


‘ompanying the reports transmitted. 

AVIS, of Mississippi. A map ofall the 
greys of routes, military and topographical, 
ynicn were made during the Mexican war, or 
since, by the topographical engineers and officers 
commanding escorts, 18 in a state of progress, and 
| hope will soon be submitted to the Senate. 
Hence, | doubt the propriety of printing the wre 
companying these separate reports until the 
orinting of the general map to which I have re- 
ferred, when it can be ascertained if any of these 
narticular maps should bewanted. I therefore wish, 
‘any of these maps and reports be deemed by 
any X enator of sufficient importance to be printed 
gparately from the great map, that the subject 
should be referred to the Committee on Printing. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
stor make any proposition of reference? 

Mr. DAVIS. As there is no answer to the 
proposition which L submitted, | move that these 
reports be printed; which motion, of course, goes 
to the Committee on Printing. 

According to the rules, the motion was referred 
to the Committee on Printing. 


PETITION. 


Mr. BRADBURY presented the petition of 
William H. Harrison, asking to be allowed a pen- 
sion in consideration of an injury received in the 
revenue service; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES, 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, from the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs, to which waa referred the 
amendment of the House of Representatives to the 
resolution of the Senate for restoring the settlement 
of the three months’ extra pay claims to the ac- 
counting officers of the Treasury, reported in favor 
of concurring in said amendment. 

The report of the committee was concurred in. 

Mr. HAMLIN, from. the Committee on Print- 
ing, to which was referred the motion to print the 
proceedings of a meeting of citizens of Matagorda, 
Texas, relative to the alleged interference of the 
General Government with the exercise by Texas 
of jurisdiction in Santa Fé, reported against print- 
ing the same; which was concurred in. 

Mr. SHIELDS, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, to which was referred: the bill grant- 
ing the right of way and making a grant of land to 
the State of Indiana to aid in the construction of a 
railroad from @ point on the boundary line between 
Indiana and Illinois, near its intersection with 
Lake Michigan, to the city of Indianapolis, and a 
branch to intersect the Southern Michigan Rail- 
road at or near a point where the same enters said 
State of Indiana, reported back the same without 
amendment, and recommended its passage. 

Mr. DODGE; of Wisconsin, from the same com- 
mittee, to which was referred the bill granting to 
the State of Wisconsin a donation of public lands 
toaid in the construction of a railroad from the 
city of Milwaukee to the Mississippi river, re- 
ported back the same with an amendment striking 
out all after the enacting clause and inserting a 
substitute; which was read. 

The bill was then considered as in Committee 
of the Whole, and the amendment having. been 
adopted, the bill was reported to the Senate, and 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

RESOLUTION. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution, and asked its immediate con- 
sideration: . 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 


to inquire into the propriety of making the ports of Monterey, 
San Pedro, and San Diego, California, ports of entry. 


The resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. DOWNS, in pursuance of notice, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce a bill for the relief of 
L. E. A. Lawson, sole surviving heir of General 
Eleazer W. Ripley, deceased. 

The bill was then read twice, by unanimous 
consent, and ordered to be printed. 

DONATION OF LAND TO MICHIGAN. 

On motion by Mr. FELCH, the Senate. pro- 
ceeded to saat, wees bill ae being the bill 
granting to t te of Michigan the right of wa: 
and a donation of public land for x 
locating and constructing a canal from 
in said State, to the waters of Lake Michigan. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate, and no 


T, 





— assert ca 
jerstands from the Secretary that there are charts || amendment having been proposed, it was ordered 


or the purposes of 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





to be for a third reading. 
SAFETY ON THE WESTERN WATERS. 


On motion by Mr. SEBASTIAN, the Senate 
proceeded to consider bill 242, being the bill to pro- 


vide for the additional security of the lives and | 


property of persons navigating the western waters; 
and no amendment having been proposed, the bill 
was reported to the Senate, and ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 


PRIVATE BILL. 

On motion of Mr. RUSK, the Senate proceeded 
to the consideration of Senate bill No. 179, being 
the bill for the relief of William Hardin. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Mr. President, | should really 
like some more information on this subject than 
the report appears to furnish. From the report, 
it appears that this individual was a disbursing 
officer of the Government. Because the Govern- 
ment did not pay his demands, he became a bor- 
rower. In consequence of that loan, he was 
subsequently subjected to cost and trouble by a 
suit brought against him. It appears to me that 
this furnishes no reason for the payment of the 
claim. In the first place, if this individual was a 
disbursing officer of the Government, and the Gov- 
ernment failed to furnish him the money necessary 
to meet the demands against them, there was no 
obligation, expressed or implied, on his part, as 
an officer, to borrow from other officers, or from a 
bank, to meet the demands of the Government. 
Clearly not. And if, by taking the loan, he sub- 
jected himself to cost and trouble, it is one of those 
things that he must bear himself. I should like to 
hear something further in relation to the claim 
from the gentleman who called up the bill. If it 
be as I understand it, I cannot consent to the pas- 
sage of the bill. 

Mr. RUSK. Mr. President, I will make a few 
words of explanation to satisfy the honorable Sen- 
ator from Indiana. I think this is a just claim, 
and one that ought to be paid by the Government 
of the United States. At the time the Government 
of the United States was enrolling and emigrating 
the Cherokee Indians, it was a matter of very con- 
siderable importance to the Government and to the 
State of Georgia that all these Indians should be re- 
moved to the west of the Mississippi. Consequently, 
a general agent was sent out to the Cherokee 
country, in Georgia, to enrol and send off these In- 
dians to the west of the Mississippi. Everybody 
who remembers the circumstance, remembers the 
anxiety of the Government to have them enrolled 
and removed from the lands they occupied in the 
State of Georgia. This individual was a sub-agent 
under the general agent sent out by the Adminis- 
tration. The object of the Government was to 
enroll and send off as many Cherokee Indians as 
possible. An amount of funds was furnished by 
the Government, supposed to be sufficient for the 
disbursements not only of the principal agent, but 
also of the sub-agent. The money placed at the 
disposition of the sub-agent gave out. The agent 

was authorized by the Secretary of War, in an 
emergency of that description, to procure money. 
The instructions were positive to enroll as man 
Indians as could be enrolled, and to send them off 
asgrapidly as possible. 

he agent directed the sub-agent, because he had 
credit which the agent himself had not, to meet 
the expenses of transporting the Indians already 
enrolled, and he, under the authority given him 
by the Secretary of War, authorized this sub-agent 
to procure money for the purpose of enrolling more 
Indians. Hedid so. He went and procured the 
money on his own note ata bank of good repute. 
In a few days after he borrowed the money, the 
bank broke. In the mean time he had paid out 
part of the money he réceived from the bank, 
which he immediately redeemed in good money, 
out of his own pocket—subjecting himself to a very 
considerable expense, which the papers show, but 
which the committee did not think they had a 
right to allow. When his note was due, he offered 
to redeem it in the money which he had received 
from the bank. It was refused. And a suit was 
brought against him to recover the amount. He 
defended this suit. And it is now only pro to 

y him the actual certified expenses of that suit, 
which he had to pay, out of his own pocket. He 
lost a great deal of time in defending the suit. And 
it seems to me that the Senator from Indiana, 
when he comes to consider all the circumstances 
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of the case, will not object to the payment of those 
expenses. 

r. BRIGHT. Mr. President, according tothe 
statement made by the honorable Senator from 
Texas, I think it would be a very dangerous pre- 
cedent to allow thisclaim. I deny that the Secre- 
oe of War, or any head of a department, has a 
right to authorize a subordinate officer to become 
a money borrower. The Government of the Uni- 
ted States is supposed at all times to have means 
within her Treasury to meet the ordinary and: ex- 
traordinary expenses of the Government: And 
any order directing a paymaster, or any inferior 
officer of the Government, to borrow is nugatory, 
and ought to be treated by this body as inopera- 
tive. The effect of itis just such a result as we 
have before us. The officer effects a loan, and the 
loan involves himself,and involves the Govern- 
ment. After effecting the loan, he is subjected: to 
a lawsuit; when he asks the Government te be- 
some paymaster of his lawyers’ and attorneys’ 
ees, 

l am unwilling to sanction such a precedent. I 
think it wrong, not to say anything of the amount— 
$600 for defending a suit involving $2,000, That 
is quite a handsome percentage on the amount. 
Really, | do not think the attorney was poorly 
paid for defending such a suit. But I cannot vote 
for the principle that the United States should be 
a money borrower, and that a subordinate officer, 
so far removed from the Government as a sub- 
Indian agent, should be authorized to make loans 
and subject the Government to cost under such 
circumstances, 

Mr. DAWSON. Mr. President, I am acquaint- 
ed with this transaction. It happened in the sec- 
tion of country in which I reside. Mr. Hardin 
was a citizen of the State of Georgia. The princi+ 
ple contended for by the Senator from Indiena is 
correct as a law principle. The Government has 
no power to authorize an agent to borrow money. 
But if, for the benefit of the Government, euch a 
thing shall be done, principles of equity interpose, 
and say that the Government should relieve the 
individual who has thus acted from any liability 
that would accrue in consequence of thatact. [ 
presume that none will deny that. 

Now, it so happened, that at that period, when 
the money gave out, a considerable length of time 
must necessarily transpire before funds could be 
transmitted from Washington. In consequence of 
the embarrassing circumstances which occurred in 
1836, ’37, and °38, it was with difficulty that mo- 
ney was transmitted from any portion of the 
United States to the Cherokee country of Georgia. 
The agent of the Government was instructed to 
get money in order to facilitate the removal and 
enrollment of the Indians. Colonel Hardin, the 
sub-agent, being a man of responsibility, was di- 
rected by Mr. Benjamin F. Curry, chief agent of 
the Government, acting under the authority of the 
War Department, to go to Macon, in the State of 
Georgia, and borrow the money in order to emi- 
grate certain Indian families. € goes to the city 
of Macon and borrows $2,000, giving his own note 
for it. He returns to the Indian country, and ap- 

ropriates a part of the money in enrolling these 
ndians, But in a few days after he borrowed the 
money, the bank of Macon failed, and its notes 
became of no value. Celonel Hardin redeemed 
all of them that he had paid out, out of his own 
pocket. He then had the whole of the money 
which he borrowed from the bank of Macon in his 
possession. Colonel Hardin returned to Macon, 
and offered to return to the bank the amount ad- 
vanced on his note—the very same money. In the 
mean time his note was transferred to a third 
party, who was a creditor of the bank, who re- 
fused to receive the money. Colonel Hardin then 
refused to pay the note, stating that, although it 
was for the Government of the United Stuies, it 
would be unjust to force him to pay the debt. A 
suit was instituted upon the note, it being indivi- 
dual paper, though for the benefit of the Govern- 
ment. It was in litigation for five or six Petes 
{t was carried from court to court, and finally to 
the court of equity; and by a decree of that court, 
the bank, or rather this third party to whom this 
note was assigned, was compelled to take the 
money in payment of the note. aul 

Now the ion which arises is this—and | 
am sure any lawyer, and fam sure mySriend from 
Indiana, will recognize the rinciple in a moment. 
At whose cost should this defence be? Certainly 


—————— 
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at the expense of those for whose benefit the mo- 
ney was borrowed, Well, then, the question is, 
for whom was it borrowed? For the Government 
of the United States. 
citizen the expense of defending a case for the 
Government, under these circumstances? and say 
to him that he shall lose it all, when he wae act- 
ing honestly and fauhfully in the discharge of a 
request on the part of the Government?” I am 
evre you would not do so in your private transac- 














tions, nor do I believe you would do so in your 
| 
| 


representative transactions, 

Now, I submit whether these expenses should 
not be paid back to this individual ? 
none can deny that they ought to be paid. 
is said they are too large. 
diana will look at the bill of costs accompanying 


the petition of this individual, and among these || 


papers, he will find it not to be so. This case was 
six years in litigation. And the accumulation of 
costs in carrying it from court to court, and finally 
to the court of equity must have amounted to a 


reat deal. Then as to the lawyers’ fees—for they, | 
Fike death after the last illness, must be paid—t | 
you de- | 
duct the costs from the fees, you will find but a) 


think the amount is very reasonable. If 


very emall balance indeed. | am sure my friend 
from indiana will believe me when I tell him, that 


we defend causes at the South on the same terms | 


they do in the West—getting as reasonable a fee 
as we possibly can. 

This individual merely asks that these feea and 
costs should be paid. He does notask the return 
of a single dollar that he first appropriated out of 
his own pocket. It is needless to argue the case 
further. 1 trust the Senator from Indiana, after 
knowing these facts, will withdraw his opposition 
and let the biil pass. 

Mr. PRATT. Mr. President, the question in- 
volved in this case is one of greatimportance. It 
is the question of power, on the part of this par- 
ticular agent or alleged agent of Government, to 
borrow money for the Government. And the 
principle assumed by the bill is, that when an 
agent, or one who representa himself to be an 
agent of the Government, borrows money, «l- 
though it may be of a broken bank, there being 
no law authorizing him to make the Joan, the 








Now, will you visit opona | 


I think that || 
But it || 
If my friend from In- |) 
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of weet longitnde, being the southwest angle of the Indian 
| territory, and ronning to a point on the Rio Grande, to be 
|| aereed upon by the sid commissioners ; and also to agree 
|| upon the terms, conditions, and considerations upon which 
i} such line shall he established; and the proceedings and 
| agreements of the said commissioners shall be, as soon as 
| possible, transmitted to the President of the Unied States, 


| to be by him submitted to Congress, with such recommenda- 
|| tions as the circumstances, in his opinion, may require, for 
|} the appreval and action of Congress thereupon ; and the 
| said agreement, when approved by the Congress of the 
|| United States, and the Legistature of the State of ‘Texas, 
| shall be obligatery upon the parties.’? 

| 


Mr. RUSK proposed toamend Mr. Brapsurr’s 
| 4 That,” and inserting: 

“The boundary of the State of Texas is herehy admitted 
| toextendto the Rio Grande, as defined in the statute of 
limits of the late Republic of Texas, passed in the year 

1836.7? 
|| The question was taken on the amendment of 
| . . . 
|| Mr. Rosx; it was rejected by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Barnwell, Berrien, Butler, 
Davia of Mississippi, Dawson, Downs, Foote, Houston, 


|| Hunter, King, Mason, Morton, Rusk, Sebastian, Soulé, Tur- 
nev,and Yulee—18. 


Cass, Chase, Clarke, Clay, Cooper, Davis of Massachusetts, 

Dayton, Dickinson, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of fowa, 

Felch, Greene, Hamlin, Jones, Mangom, Miller, Norris, 
| Pearce, Pratt. Seward. Shields, Smith, Sprnance, Sturgeon, 
| Underwood, Upham, Wales, Walker, and Whitcomb—34, 

Mr. HALE moved to amend the amendment by 

adding at the end of it the following: 

And until such commissioners shall have been ap- 
| pointed, and the duties devolved upon them by this act shall 
|| have been executed and performed, and the boundary be- 
tween the State of Texas and the territory of the United 
States shall he definitively settled, the rights and possession 
| of Texas and the Uvited States in and to the tertitory in 
dispute shall remain as they now are.”’ 

Mr. RUSK. Is it in order to move to amend 
that amendment? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
order. 

Mr. RUSK. I desire to offer an amendment of 
a similar character to the one now offered, which I 
| willread for the information of the Senate. I shall 
|| feel bound to vote against the amendment as it 
now stands, I propose to add at the end of the 
section: 

“ Provided, That in the mean time the rights and claim of 
}| the State of Texas and the United States respectively shall 
|| remain as they were on the 15th of March, 1849.” 


It is not in 





| amendment by striking out all after the first word | 


NAYS—Meesrs. Radger, Baldwin, Bell, Bradbury, Bright, | 


very fact that he has borrowed the money, with- || 
out a law to authorize him, pledges the Govern- || 
ment to pay the losses which this party may incur || 
by reason of his having borrowed money, which |) 
waa in itself worthless. Now, that is the propo- || 
sition. Here is an officer—i do not know his || 
name—who, under the alleged authority of some || 
superior officer, borrows money of a bank, which, || 
in two or three days afterwards, breaks. And | 
this party comes back upon the Government of || 
the United States to reimburse him for the ex- || 


A long discussion followed, in which Mr. RUSK, 
Mr. DAYTON, Mr. BERRIEN, Mr. BUTLER, 
Mr. HALE, Mr. BENTON, Mr. BRADBURY, 
Mr. DAVIS of Mississippi, and Mr. DAWSON 
participated, and which will be found in the Ap- 

endix. 

Mr. HALE, to obviate objections which had 
been made to his amendment, modified it as fol- 


« And the righta both of the United States and Texas to 
the territory in dispute shall remain the same as they were 




























penses which he incurred by reason of this, 

Now, I apprehend, unless my worthy friend | 
from Georgia will show some act of Congress, 
some law which authorized the superior officer to | 


give such authority to this inferior officer, he does || 


net advance one jota in support of his proposition | 
that we are bound to pay this claim. Now, if he | 
can show me any act of Congress, any practice of 
the Government, known to be such, by which the 
otlicer who gave the authority in this case was au- 
thurized to give it, | will at once be willing to pay | 
the claim. But if there is no such authority, if | 
there is no law, no act of Congress which author- | 
ized it, 1 am not willing to pay the claim. 
Mr. CLAY. I moveto 
The motion was agreed to. 


THE COMPROMISE BILL. 


The pending question being on the amendment 
of Mr. Foore to create a new Territory, to be | 
enticed ihe ‘Perritary of Colorado, out of part of | 
California, south of 35° 30’— | 

Mr. FOOTE withdrew the amendment for the H 
present, wishing other important amendments to || 
be first disposed of. 

Mr, BRADBURY then offered the following 
amendment: 

Strike out oll after the enacting clanse in section 39 to 
lint 49, aud insert in liew thereof the following : 

“That the President of the United States be, and he | 
heretty ie authorized, by and with the advice and consent of | 
the Senate, te appoint two commissioners, who shall have i! 
power t agree with such commissioners as may be ap- 
pointed weder the legistative authority of the Stace of Tex 
upon a line of boundary between the territory of the Uni 
S des anu tie sand Sue of Texas, Commencing at the point 
where tae Red river ie by the hundredth degree 








| 














y the bill on the table. || 


{| at the date of the exchange of the ratifications of the treaty 
of Guadalupe Hidalgo, and neither party shall be prejudiced 
| by anything which has subsequently ocenrred, nor shall 


|| either party take any further steps to reduce those rights to 


| possession until after said commissioners shall have been 

appointed and shall have discharged the duties devolved 

| upon them by this act, and Congress or Texas shall have 

acted definitely thereon.’’ 

| Without disposing of the question, 

| The Senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Tuurspay, July 25, 1850. 

| The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
JOHN A. ROGERS. 


| Mr. THOMAS asked the unanimous consent 

of the House to move that the report heretofore 
| made from the Committee of Claims, in the case 
| of John A. Rogers, (and which had been made 
; by mistake,) be withdrawn, and that the papers in 

the said case be also witfidrawn from the files of 
the House. 

No objection being made, it was ordered ac- 
cordingly. 

WEIGHING, GAUGING, &c. 


Mr. MILLSON asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to introduce the following resolution; 
which was read for information, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be in- 


structed to inquire whether any further legislation be neces- 
sary to protect the owners, agents, or consignees of imported 


| merchandise trom the payment of any of the charges of 
weighing, gauging, or measuring, exacted by circular in- 


structions of the Secretary of the Treasury, to collectors 
und other officers of the customs, dated February 2, 1850; 
and especially in cases where the invoice or entry of mer- 


July 25, 


aac» 
chandise contains the aggregate weight or 
merebandise but may not state “ Weigitt or ay auc 


uoor ' 
eaeh box, cask, or other package; and aleo mea 
whieh merchandise is imported in bulk, and the invoice . 


entry may contain the quantity or bulk, but in which, n 
theless, the owner or consignee is reqnired to ae 
charges of weighing or measuring, where ever so cane 
etn rls toes wedsieet eae 
the in ry, is found ¢ ; 
mittee report by bill or heroin. ets and Wat said com. 

No objection having been made, 
|| The resolution was received, and, without qe 

bate, was adopted. z 

FOREIGN MAIL. 

Mr. CHANDLER asked the unanimons con. 
sent of the House at this time to introduce a bij) 
of which, he said, previous notice had been given’ 

The title of the bill was read, as follows: : 
| * A bill to provide forcarrying the United States 
Mail between the ports of Liverpool and Philadel. 

hia.” 

Mr. JONES rose and objected. 

So the bill was not introduced. 

Mr. BAYLY called for the regular order of 
| business. 

The SPEAKER announced the regular order of 
business to be the call of the committees for 


| REPORTS. 
i] 


The call was commenced with the Committee 
on the Judiciary, where it had yesterday been 











suspended. 
|| Mr. SAWTELLE, from the Committee op 
\| Revolutionary Claims, reported back, withou 
|| amendment, the Senate bill entitled ‘*An act for the 
relief of Judith Worthen, deceased;” which was 
| referred to a Committee of the Whole House, and, 
| with the report accompanying, ordered to be 
|| printed. 

Mr. McWILLIE, from the Committee on Revy- 
olutionary Claims, made adverse reports in the ful- 
| lowing eases; which were severally ordered to lic 
| on the table and be printed, viz: 

} The petition of the heirs of Captain John Chris- 
| tian, asking commutation pay; 
The petition of the heirs and distributees of 


Colonel William Nelson, for a commutation pay 
equal to five years’ half pay; 
| The petition of Jonathan Shafer, the heir of 
| Christian Orndorf, praying the payment of a 
Government settlement certificate issued to his 
father, in consideration for services in the revolu- 
tionary war; 
The petition of John McAdems for commutation 
ay; 
r The petition of Daniel Hart for compensation 
for revolutionary services; 
The petition of Abraham Van Ingen, the sur- 





viving son of Derk Van Ingen, hospital surgeon 
| in the northern district, from 1770 to 1780, praying 
| the passage of a bill making indemnity for depre- 
ciation in continental money; and 
| The petition of John Atlee, administrator of S. 
| A. Atlee, asking the payment of $260 due the lat- 
ter by the Government. 
Mr. McW. also, from the same committee, re- 
orted a bill, for the relief of the heirs of Philip R 





| Rice; which was read a first and second time by 
its title, referred to a Committee of the Whole 
| House, and, with the report accompanying, or- 
dered to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. PRESTON KING, the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary was discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the petition of Henry J. 
Turner, and it was referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 


SECURITY FOR COSTS. 


Mr. MOREHEAD., from the Committee on the 

Judiciary, to which was referred the memorial of 
| the Legislature of Indiana, upon the subject, re- 

ported a bill requiring security for costs to be 
given in certain cases in courts of the United 
States; which was read a first and second time Ly 
its title. ° 

Mr. MOREHEAD, remarking that the bill pro- 
vided that security for costs accruing in such 
suits should be given in cases of patentees and 
the assignees of patentees, asked that the bill might 
be read and put upon its passage. 

The bill was read. ' 

Mr. EVANS, of Ohio, moved that the bill be 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 


The ion was taken, and ; 
The SPEAKER sai, the ayes appear to have it. 
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ee 


= to the Committee on the Judiciary, 


fet PEAKER. The bill has just been re- | 

aed from that commiitee. ; 

Pur RUMSEY. I do not see why securi'y for | 

vg should be required in this class of cases, 
rethan in any other. I therefore call for tel- 

< on the motion to refer to the Committee of the 

Whole on the state of the Union. 

Tellers were refused. na 

The question was then taken on referring the 









| 


wi io the Committee of the Whole on the state of | 


ae Union, and the vote was declared to be—ayes | 


65, noes 35. r 

No quonnm voting. . ; 

The SPEAKER. It is evident that there is a 

orum in the House, and the Chair asks that tel- 
prs may be ordered. 

No objection having been made, 

Tellers were ordered on Messrs. 

an were appointed, 
ore question oan age taken, and the affirma- 
ive vote was declared to be 64. 

The SPEAKER. Gentlemen are requested to | 
wie upon one side or the other, as oiherwise the | 
House will be left without a quorum, 

The negative vote was then taken, and declared 
= bill was referred to the Committee of the | 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. KERR, from the Committee on Revolution- 


ary 





Watpo and | 


| 


be printed, viz: 

The petition of the heirs of Lieutenant Samuel | 
Waples, for commutation pay due him for servi- | 
ces as a lieutenant in the Virginia continental line; 

nd 

The memorial of Elizabeth W. Beechy, of Ken- 
singion, Pennsylvania, the daughter and legal re- 
presentative of Michael McDonald, for remunera- | 
tion for losses sustained by her father in the service | 
of the United States. 

Mr. K. also, from the same committee, reported | 
s bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Capt. John De Treville; which was read a first and | 
second ume by its title, referred to a Committee of 
the Whole House, and, with the report accompa- 
nying, ordered to be printed. 

‘Mer. NEWELL, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 
Abigail Stafford ; which was read a first and second | 
time by its tithe, referred to a Committee of the 
Whole House, and, with the report accompanying, | 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania, from the Com- 
miteeon Revolutionary Claims, reported a bill for 
the relief of Charles J. Davis, administrator of 
Captin John Davis, an officer in the war of the | 
Revolution; which was read a first and second 
me by its title, referred to a Committee of the | 
Whole House, and, with the report accompany- | 
ing, ordered to be printed. 

Mr. B. also, from the same committee, made an 
adverse report (which was ordered to lie on the | 
lhle and be printed) on the petition of Stephen 
Hoyt, and other heirs of Stephen Hoyt, deceased, 
tsking the passage of a special act for the benefit 
of his father’s family, giving land in California 
tqual in value to the amount of pensions to which 
he would have been entitled from 1818 to 1824. 

On motion by Mr. MILLSON; the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims was discharged from 








the further consideration of the petition of Mrs. 
Mery Baury, of Boston, and it was referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

Mr. M., from the same committee, made adverse 
reports in the following cases; which were ordered 
'o lion the table, and be printed, viz: 

The petition of the heirs of Casper Rouse for 
compensation in land or money, for losses sus- 
tsined and services rendered by their ancestor dur- 
ing the revolutionary war; 

Phe (pesieia of Mary M. Telfair, heir at law of 
Israel Pearce, asking satisfaction for certain final 
feltlement certificates issued to ten soldiers of the 
Rhode Island line, and for balance of pay and 

gratuity; and 

The petition of Nancy Haggard, only child of 
William Grymes, asking the payment of interest 
on commutation pa 


Mr. ANDERSON, from the Committee on Pri- 


vate Land Claims, reported a bill to authorize the 


ry of War io purchase a certain strip of 


| 
. por 
Claims, made adverse reports in the following 
cases; which were ordered to lie on the table and || 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


—— rrr wn 
HOWARD. I move that the bill be re- 1 land in the town of Baton Rouge, Louisiana, for | read the opinions of Vattel and General Jack- 


| 


| petition of Peter Bellinger, praying indemnity for 
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eee | and other rote aoa eo = - firat || ao the subject of the policy of the settlement 
and second time by its title, referred to the Com- || of the public lands, in which the wisdom of such 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and, || an appropriation of them was pointed out. 
with the report accompanying, ordered to be l In addition to these authorities, which constiru- 
Prato, bill allowing William H. Wells the || ~ ‘n ary: By ocanlons nat reer ~ 
A a : quiry, By whom are these public lands 
bounty land which would have been due to his |' owned? They are held by the Govermvannt of the 
brother, Lemuel Wells, had he lived, as a private | United States as agent for the people of the United 
soldier in the war with Great Britain; which was || States. By whom were these public lands ac- 
read a first and second time by its utle, referred || quired? They were acquired by the Federal Gov- 
toa Committee of the Whole House, and, with | ernment for the people. We have now a greater 
the report accompanying, ordered to be printed. || aggregate of public lands than we have any use 
sae from _ Committee = Private for. et eee us have no 
n aims, made an adverse report, which was | portion of these lands. Asa whole, therefore, we 
ordered to lie on the tuble ana be printed, on the | have too much, while, as individuals, we have too 
little. He desired to know on what ground the 


| losses sustained by him in consequence of the || Government was justified in withholding these 


| 


| 
| 


| 








| into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


purchase of a tract of land which had been pre- | lands from those citizens who may be desirous to 
viously sold by the United States. || goon them for the purpose of cultivation. By 
On motion by Mr. R., leave was granted to || whatauthority did the Government withhold these 
Peter Bellinger to withdraw from the files the deeds |, lands? Did the Constitution of the United States 
and certificates of entry in the above case. | provide any such authority? No. Was it to be 
Mr. EWING moved that the rules of the House found in any of these great principles which Ire at 
be euspended, and that the House resolve itself |, the foundation of ali natural rights? Not so. The 
proper object of our Government, and of all Gov- 
Union. ernmenis, is to effect the greatest possible good to 
The question was put, and was disagreed to. || the greatest possible number. 
He denied the right of the Government to take 
HOMESTEADS. || $160 or $200 from any citizen of the United States 
Mr. YOUNG, from the Committee on Agricul- | as the purchase of one hundred and sixty acres 
ture, to which the bill of the House to encourage || of the public domain, thus denying the right of 
agriculture, and for other purposes, was referred, |) any other citizen who did not pay the same 
reported the same back, with sundry amendments. || amount, to a settiement on any part of the pub- 










Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, then addressed 
the House at length, in explanation of the objecis 
contemplated by thw bill. He looked upon it as 
a measure of great importance. Five years ago 
he had introduced a similar proposition, to give 
to every citizen, the head of a family, a poruon 
of the public lands, for the purpose of settiement, 
and on which he might establish for himself a 
home. ‘There were many gentlemen who at that 
ume regarded the plan as impracucable, and as 
unlikely to lead tu any useful results. But since 
that time the public mind had taken up the suv- 
ject. It had been widely discussed out of doors, 


|| lic domain. This exclusion of the citizens from 
|| the cultivation of the public lands, destroyed one 
|| of the elemerts of national prosperity. The ne- 
|| cessity for the cultivation of the earth was im- 
|| posed on man by the law of his nature. Unless 
| he obeys that law, he cannot continue to exist. 
| What right, then, has any Government, inetivuted 
| for the benefit of a community, to withhold from 
| those over whom it is extentled, the rizbt to do 
|| that which is necessary to sustain life? No rman 
|} ought to be prevented from enjoying this righr, 
| beeuuse he cannot pay for it an equivalent in 
|| money. Like the air, or like heat, it is the prop- 










and Congress had at various periods made liberal || erty of all, intended to be used and enjoyed by ail. 
donations of the public domain, in aid of public || Hence, therefore, the Government which acts in 
institutions, and in recompense for public services. | contravention of this principle, makes war on the 
He now came forward w ask for a participation || interests of those it is bound to protect. 

in this bounty, in the name of the common man, | In this connection, he went on to say that he 
who, by his toi! and sweat, had quietly and effect- || was not one of those who atiached any great im- 
ually contributed to the support of the Govern- || portance to the idea of a special Providence. 


| ment. For that class of our citizens he desired || There are frequently many things happening in 
| to ask that they also may be permitted to come || the course of events, which we are unable to com- 


in for a share of these public lands. 


| prehend, because they are evidently out of the line 
He adverted to the manifestations of sympathy 


which connects cause and effect. Hence arisés 
which had been exhibited here in behalf of those || the idea of special Providence. Butif we take the 
patriotic foreigners who had been driven from their | trouble of tracing out these apparent anomalies, we 
own country, and had sought a refuge among us. || may probably find that they are the necessary re- 
A great deal had been eloquently said in favor of || sults of the operation of some first principle. He 
the claims of these exiles to our protection. But || went on to argue that the general principles which 
no voice had been raised on this floor in behalf of the | lay at the bottom of the policy illustrated by this 
poor man whose life is devoted to labor. Had this | bill, if worked out, would produce the most bene- 
bill earlier been passed into a jaw, it would have || ficial melioration in the condition of man; putting 
obviated the necessity for the passage of the bill, | an end to war and famine, and many other evils 
which had lately gone from this House, granting || which arise from defective systems of government. 
@ne hundred and sixty acres of land to every sol- || He asked gentlemen to take a glance at the con- 
dier who had served in the various wars in which || dition of Ireland, where, in violation of all these 
we have been engaged. He was of opinion that || great principles for which he contended, a landed 



















the bill to which he referred would be beneficial in 
its operation as far as it went. It would relieve 
the soldier who had returned from a hazardous 
service, wearted, afflicted, or wounded, by giving 
him from $100 to $150. But the bill which he had 
now reported, embraces all the benefits conferred 
by that measure, and, in addition, gives a quarter 


section of land to every American citizen who will. 


settle on the land for the purpose of cultivation 
and improvement. 

The bill, which had been read, explained itself 
better than he could explain it. It had been sub- 
mitted to the action of an intelligent committee, 
where it had undergone much examination and 
deliberation, and had been carefully constructed, 
with a view to prevent the perpetration of frauds. 
In laying down the basis of this proposition, be- 
cause he was aware that some gentlemen had not 

iven their attention to the subject, he would send 
to the Clerk an authority or two, for the purpose 
of having them read, to show the House the sub- 
stratum on which his ition rested. 
He then sent the books to the Clerk’s tvble, who 


aristocracy held the possession of the soil, while 
the thousands who were excluded from thie class 
were cut down by starvation. This was the con- 
sequence of the violation of that great law which 
lies at the foundation of all human rights, and 
|| which provides that every man shall enjoy the 
produce of the labor of his own hands, without 
| molestation, and without the interference of Gov- 
| ernment. 

It might be urged as an objection to this bill, 
that the public lands had been pledged for the 
payment of the public debt. He then reminded 
the House that the law authorizing a loan, and 
pledging the public domain, was passed in the 
month of January; while another law granting 
large portions of these public lands as bounties to 
the soldiers who had served in the war with Mex- 
ico, did not become a law until the following Feb- 
ruary. This fact he adverted to as evidence that, 
even at the time when these lands were thus 
pledged, Congress did not regard this pledge as 
tying up its hands in the disposal of these innds, 
But, admitting it to be true that these lands were 
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thus pledged, be undertook to show that it would 
be. no violation of this pledge. to dispose of the 
public lands, in conformity with the provisions of 
the bill, because, instead of destroying or depreci- 
aling this property, the effect of a general settle- 
ment and cultivation. of these lands would be an 
enhancement of their value, and consequently im- 
pasted the security to. the public creditor. He 
thought that he could demonstrate this, In the 
firet place, he went on to prove that a settlement 
of the public lands, as proposed by this bill, would 
create a new source of public revenue, while it 
increased the value of the lands. ; 

Were we to take a quarter section of land, which 
is now totally unproductive, lying in a wild state, 
and sell it for what it is now worth, how much 
of the public debt will it pay? It will pay very 
litle. What would be the eff.ct of the adoption 
of the system now proposed? You take a num- 
ber of your citizens. who, now give no aid to the 
support of the Government, and place them ina 
condition to become contributors to the public 
Treasury. You give ghe poor man one hundred 
and sixty acres of land. He goes upon it, im- 
proves his litle fagm, and, gradually acquires 
means which enable him to purchase something 
beyond the mere necessaries of life. He looks 
around him for luxuries; and as. these are imported 
articles, and are subject to a duty at the custom- 
house, by their purchase, he becomes a contribu- 
tor.to the revenue. Suppose that he expends on 
articles of this class one hundred dollars in the 
course of a year, and there is a duty of thirty per 
cent. on these articles, the purchaser becomes a 
contributor to the Treasury to that ammount, paying 
thirty dollars. towards the public revenue. Thus, 
by giving the por man a portion of the public 
lands, you enable him to contribute to the expenses 
of the Government, In seven years you thus en- 
able him to. pay more than the original value of 
the land. 

The people throughout the whole country are 
coming up to this principle; they are beginning to 
understand the proper policy in reference to this 
subject, and they will have the lands. In giving 
these lands away to the laboring citizen, you give 
with them the ability to contribute to the expenses 
of the Government, The man now pays thirty 


dollars per annum into the Treasury, who never 
paid anything before. And you thus establish a 
power of crenliang gene which will progress from 


year to year. The anoual contribution of $30 
will amount in seven years to $210. Thus, in 
neven years, you get back your $210, which is all 
you originally asked as the price of the lands, 
But it does not stop here. Every seven years 
thereafter, he will continue to pay this $30 an- 
nually. It will require about seven hundred years 
to get all our public lands. disposed of. But sup- 
posing that it should take six hundred years. In 
every seven years you pay $210. How often is 
7 in 600? It willgo85 umes. So that, by giving 
these lands to men who will setile on them and 
cultivate them in the course of six hundred years, 
this calculation makes the amount which the Gov- 
ernment will receive for a quarter section of land 
upwards of $17,000. Such would be the result of 
the working out of the general principle involved 
in this bill. 

Take another view. What does the Govern- 
ment gain by keeping these public lands in hand, 
and unoccupied? He then went on to show, that 
the loss on the capital, calculating the value of the 
lands according to the present estimate, would, in 
six hundred years, amount to nearly $10,000. 

But this was not all the benefit which would re- 
sult from the adoption of the system contained in 
this bill. He. would now show that it would not 
only make money for the Government, but that it 
would make better men. By placing in the hands 
of man the means of providing for the wants and 
comforts of life, you elevate him to a higher rank 
asa citizen. He has a home, where his wife and 
children reside; he has.a property to improve and 
defend. When the election day rolls around, he 
comes to the ballot-box, and exercises his fran- 
chise with that independence which becomes a free 
citizen. He there maintains his rights, looks his 
neighbor in the face, and then returns to the home 
where his. dearest affections are centred. If he 
could do as he wished, this bill should never go to 
the Committee of the Whole.on the state of the 
Union, or to the er’a table, where it would 
not again bo of. It should, become.a law at 


once, and we should then see every citizen in the 
enjoyment of his home, his horse, his etable, and 
his barn, and his wife milking her own cow and 
churning her own butter. 

The amount of the public lands on the 30th of 
September, 1848, was 1,442 216 116 acres, which, 
at the. price of $1 25 per acre, was $1,802,707,000. 
He knew no good reason why these lands. should 


not be brought into use, by distributing them || 


among those who would settle on and cultivate 
them. 

He stated that he had many other facts which 
he might have laid before the House to strengthen 
his views; but he would withhold them for the 
present, as he intended fully to publish his speech, 
as soon as it could be prepared. 

[A full report of Mr. Jounson’s remarks will 
be given in the Appendix. ] 

Mr. J. concluded by giving notice that he would, 


| at the proper time, move to amend the title of the 


bill, by adding thereto the following: 

And to provide a homestead of one hundred and sixty 
acres of the public domain for every man who 18 the head 
of a family, and a citizen of the United States, or any widow 
who is the mother of a child o1 children, who may become 
permanent occupants and cultivators of the same. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, next obtained 
the floor, and yielded it at the request of several 
gentlemen for brief explanations, viz: 


Mr. DEBERRY, who said he had understood || 


the gentleman from Tennesee, to say that this bill 
had undergone a thorough discussion before the 
Committee on Agriculture. He,(Mr. D.) took this 
occasion to say that the bill had undergone no dis- 
cussion before that committee. He was enabled 
to make this statement, as he had been a constant 
attendant of the meetings of that committee during 
the present session. It wasa very important sub- 
ject, and one that ought to go to some committee, 
where it would receive a thorough investigation. 
He should think that the Committee on Public 
Landa would be the proper committee. 

Mr. YOUNG would state, in reply to the re- 
marks, of the gentleman from North Carolina, that 
if he. intended to say that there was no discussion 
on the bill in the committee, of as extensive a 
character as that that had just been made by the 
gentleman from Tennessee, he was certainly 
correct; but if he intended to say there was, 
no discussion on the bill, he was not correct; as 
the bill was.read in the committee, and some. of the 
amendments which were proposed to the original 
bill by himself were changed at the suggestion of 
other members of the committee, and the bill as 
amended was agreed upon by the committee, and 
with all members of the committee, save one, 
present. He was authorized to report the bill as 
amended, with but one or two dissenting voices. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, said the gentle- 
man from North Carolina had misunderstood him. 
He. had said that the bill had been reported by in- 
straction of the committee; that various amend- 
ments had been made, and although there might 
not have been a formal discussion, still it had re- 
ceived the favorable consideration and action of 
the committce—a committee composed of some of 
the best men in the House, 

Mr. McMULLEN said, the bill had undergone 
examination in committee, though it might not 
have been discussed by set speeches. Asa mem- 
ber of the committee, he (Mr. McM.) had moved 
an amendment, and some two or three amend- 
ments had been adopted by the committee, and 
they had directed the bill to be reported to. the 
House. He added, that he reserved to himself the 
right to vote upon the final. passage of the bill as 
his judgment should dictate. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, resumed the floor, 
and was proceeding to express his concurrence in 
the views of Mr. Jonnson, and to say that he be- 
lieved now, as he had always believed, that there 
ought not to be in this country one single family 
without a home. He believed that the prosperity 
of the nation, the prosperity of the States sepa- 
rately, the prosperity of the people individually and 
in the aggregate, would be promoted by the pas- 

of some such measure. 

r. STANLY rose, and, saying that the gentle- 
man from Mississippi could go on with his remarks 
to-morrow morning, called for the orders of theday, 

Mr. CROWELL hoped the gentleman from 
North Carolina would withdraw his motion, He. 
had three or four reports, which he had for several 
weeks been waiting to make, from the Committee 
on Indian Affairs, 


| Mr. STANLY said, until this bill was 4; 

of, the gentleman would have n 7 

make his reports. M MPPORUnAy 'y 

, Mr. CRO aoe eteae if it would be in order 

o move to go into Committee of 

state of the Union? on Ea hele 00 the 
The SPEAKER replied, that such a 


; Motio 
| not now in order, as the gentleman vot 


ae from : 
sippi, [Mr. Brown,] who was on the ioe art 


not be interrupted by any other motion than th 
| motion to proceed to the order of the day. ; 
Mr. INGE inquired, in case the House 
ceeded to the order of the day, if would not they be 
| in order to move to go into Committee of th 
Whole on the state a e Union , 


TO. 


The SPEAKER réplied that it would be. 

| Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, said, if jt Were 
the disposition of the House to proceed to othe 

| business, he would move to refer the bill to the 

| Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 

| The motion was entertained, 


| 
After further conversation— 
THE SPEAKER'S TABLE. 


The question was taken on the motion of Mr 
| Sranty, and decided in the affirmative. 
| Sothe House proceeded to the consideration of 
| business on the Speaker’s table. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the fo. 
| lowing communications: 

I. A letter from the Secretary of the Interior 

transmitting a statement of the Second Comptroller 
of the Treasury, showing the balances of the Ap. 





| propriations on the Ist of July, 1848, those made 


for the fiscal Paral ending 30th June, 1849, the re. 
payments and transfers, the amounts drawn from 
the Treasury, &c. On motion of Mr. BAYLY or. 

| dered to be printed and referred to the Commities 
of Waysend Means, 

If. A letter from the Secretary of the Interior, 
transmitting statements of the expenditures from 
the contingent fund of that department and its 
bureaus and offices during the fiscal year ending 
30th June 1849, prepared in conformity with the 
20th section of the act of August 26, 1842; which 
letter and accompanying statements, on the motion 
of Mr. BAYLY, were referred to the Committes 
of Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 

lil. A letter from the Secretary of the Interior, 
transmitting the names of the clerks and other per- 

| sons employed in that department during the year 
1849, with the time each person was actually en- 
ployed, with the sums paid to each, together with 
the statements furnished by the heads of the sev- 
eral bureaus of that department, in compliance 
with the Lith section of the act of August 26, 1842; 
which letter and accompanying statements were, 
on the motion of Mr. BAYLY, laid upon the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

1V. A letter from the Secretary of the Interior, 
transmitting a statement from the Fourth Auditor 
of the Treasury, of the receipts and expenditures 
on account of the navy pension fund for the year 
ending the 30th of September, 1849; which Jeter 
and accompanying statements were laid upon the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a con- 
munication from the Secretary of the Smithsonian 
Institution, transmitting the annual report of the 
Board of Regents of the Smithsonian Institution; 
which letter and report were laid upon the table, 
and ordered to be printed. : 


MILITARY ACADEMY. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, moved that the rules 
be suspended, and that the House resolve itself 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. ' 

_ The question was put, and carried in the affirma- 
tive. 

So the House resolved itself into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Boro, 
of Kentucky, in the chair,) and resumed the con- 
sideration of the bill making appropriations for the 
su of the Military Academy for the year 
ending the 30th of June, 1851. 

The general debate on the bill had closed yester- 
day, aera an order of the House heretofore 
adopted. 

But a portion of the hour allowed by the rule t 
the member reporting the bill, (Mr. Bayir, 
this instance,) yet remaining— : 

Mr. B. pe ed to address the committee. 

Mr. BAYLY said, that before he made the few 
remarks he designed. to submit in reply to the 
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man from Kentucky, (Mr. Mansnann,) who 
the committee last evening, he desired 
‘state, for the information of members, the order 
oe pich, with the acquiescence of the House, he 
a nosed to act upon the general appropriation 


ye JONES interposed, and suggested that it 
gould be betters before the gentleman pr 

‘uh his remarks, that the question of order on | 
z amendment offered yesterday by the gentle- | 
pan from South Carolina {[Mr. Burr] should be 
weed AYLY said, the committee had not yet 
ot to that question. 
Pr. B. then proceeded. ke the statement 
which [have indicated, beca different members 
w often make inquiries of me on the subject, that | 
jam sure itis one upon which they are desirous 
o be informed. If the committee should acqui- 
we in the plan I have laid down, I shall, after the 
\iliiary Academy bill, which is now under con- 
wieration, shall have been disposed of, ask the 
committee to take up— s ; 

First. The Revolutionary Pension bill. 

second. ‘I'he Navy Pension bill. 

Third. The Indian Appropriation bill. 


who desire to make speeches at large (if | may use 
the expression) will reserve them until the civil 

and diplomatic appropriation bills and the army | 
and navy appropriation bills shall be taken up, and | 
"that the debate on the other bills shall be confined | 
to the subject-matiers which they may embrace. | 
If this suggestion should be acquiesced in, we may | 
get through the first five bills 1 have named (after | 
the Military Academy bill) in—— 


tle! 








quire of the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Bay ty] | 
in what order the bill making appropriations for | 
the civil and diplomatic expenses of the Govern- 
ment was to be taken up? He (Mr. H.) had not 
understood the gentleman on that point. 

Mr. BAYLY. It is number six in the order of 
bills to be taken up, (exclusive of the Military 
_ Academy bill now under consideration,) andin ad- 
| vance of the bills making appropriations for the | 
— of the army and the navy. 

ir. HOUSTON had something to say, he was 
understood to remark, on the civil and diplomatic | 
appropriation bill. He was willing to concur in | 
the suggestion of the gentleman from Virginia, 
[Mr. Bayty.]} 
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Mr. HOUSTON (interposing) desired to in- || 


|| might add a majority of the committee 
| "Mr. 
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upon the committee in doing it were these: It was 
represented: to the committee by the Chief of the 
Engineer Department, that these were important 
professorships, and that the professors were adepts 
in their art. It was represented to them that the 
receipts of those professors, which were about 
$12,200 a year, were an inadequate compensation. 
A majority of the committee yielded to the sugges- 
tion, and their salaries were increased. But he 
would say to the gentleman from Kentucky, so far 
as. he was individually concerned, and perhaps he 





MARSHALL (interposing) said, he did 
not object to the salary of the Protessor of Draw- 


|| ing as fixed by the commitiee, but he thought it 


should not be equal to the salary of the professors 
of scientific branches of mstructicn—that was all. 
| Mr. BAYLY (resuming) said, in vindication of 
| the committee he had only to suggest, that this 
| provision of the bill was drawn in accordance with 
| the recommendation of the Chief of the Engineer 
| Department. The suggestion came from that de- 
} partment, and the committee acquiesced in it. But 
| f there were any objection to it, he should inter- 
| pose no difficulty in the way of removing that ob- 





Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, desired to inquire of || jection. 
Fourth. The Fortification bill, 


the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means [Mr. Barty] whether, in case the admis- 
sion of California should be delayed until after 
the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill, now 
reported, had been passed, it would not be requi- | 
site to pass another appropriation bill? 
Mr. BAYLY said, that would depend upon | 
the fate which the California bill might meet with. | 
| Mr. HARRIS. Yes—but if she should be ad- 
the bills should be disposed of in the order in|) mitted after these bills shail have passed, will it | 
which | have suggested, are these; lt is most im- || not be requisite to pass another appropriation bill? | 
portant that the revolutionary pension bill (which, Mr. BAYLY. If California should come in as 
ss] have said, | propose to take up next after the | a State, | fancy that very little modification of the | 
Military Academy shall have been disposed of) || appropriations will be required; if a territorial | 
shall be passed as speedily as possible, in order that |’ government should be organized, there will prob- 
the pensioners may be paid. ‘They are a class of || ably be a necessity for the passage of a separate | 
public creditors, the payment of whose claims |) bill. ; | 
should not be delayed. | Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, said, that the | 
The next in order is the navy pension bill. It | gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Bayxy]} had laid | 
involves only a small amount, (some forty-three || down a comprehensive pian for the disposition of | 
thousand dollars.) ‘This class of public creditors | the business of the House. He (Mr. 8S.) was | 
siand upon the same footing as that to which 1 || disposed to treat the suggestions of that gentleman | 
have just referred. : | with all respect; but he would be glad to be in- | 
The next is the Indian appropriation bill, which, || formed whether the gentleman, in laying out his | 
to some extent, also stands upon the same footing 
as the bills | have just named. 1t provides for the 
payment of Indian annuities, and for carrying 
into effect treaty stipulations with the Indians; 
and it should be passed as speedily as possible, 
that no inconvenience or delay may arise in our 
intercourse with that people. . ; ; 
The next in order is the forfification bill, {tis 
important that this bill should be passed as early 
iw the fiscal year as possible, in order thag the 
work on the various fortifications may not be ar- 
resied, as will be case if the passage of the bill 
should be delayed for any length of time. 
The next is. the Post Office bill. It is also neces- | 
sary that the appropriations contained in this bill 
should be made as speedily as possible, so that 





















Fifth, The Post Office bill. : ‘a9 

Sixth. The Civil and Diplomatic Appropriation 
b = . . 
‘Seventh The bill making appropriation for the 
support of the Navy. a9 

Bighth. The bill making-appropriation for the 
sopportof the Army. 

The reasons which seem to make it proper that || 


at which Congress would adjourn? He (Mr. 8.) | 

| wished, in order that he might shape his course 

a to have some information on that 

| point. hen was Congress to adjourn? 

| Mr. BAYLY. On that subject | have no mo- 
tion to.make. No matter when the two Houses 

_ may adjourn, | think it is important, as the fiscal 


| should be ed. 

| Mr. STANTON. At what time does the gentle- 
| man suppose that Congress will be ready to ad- 
| journ? 

| Mr. BAYLY. So far as the appropriation bills 
| are concerned, we shall be ready to adjourn on the 


| plans, had come to any conclusion as to the time | 


year has already commenced, that these bills | 


The second point upon which he designed to 
|| say a word in answer to the gentleman from Ken- 
| tucky, was this: the gentleman seemed to suppose 
|| that so far as.the provisions of the bill in regard 
to the officers employed at West Point were con- 
| cerned, the committee did not know what they 
| were about; and he said if we had been military 
| men, we would not have been betrayed into the 
| error into which we had fallen. 
| He begged to assure the gentleman that the 
| committee perfectly understood what they were 
|} about. And he would state, for the information 
of the House, the grounds upon which they had 
| acted. The law in respect to the pay of the pro- 
| feszors at West Point, made it equal to thet grade 
| of the army to which they were assimilated—in 
| other words, the professors received the pay and 
| emoluments of the officers of the grade to which 
| they were assimilated. Before the war with Mex- 
| ico, a general bill was passed declaring that the 
| officers of grade of those who fill professorships at 
West Point, should have forage for but one horse, 
and not even that unlegs the officer certified that he 
actually kept a horse. So stood the law prior to 
the war with Mexico. When that war broke out, 
| and the army had to take the field, it became neces- 
sary to repeal this restriction, bécause it was re- 
| quisite that the officers referred to should have 
| their full complement of three horses and forage 
| for three, in the place of being restricted to one. 
W hen this restriction was removed, nobody thought 
about West Point. 

It was true, (said Mr. B.,) that the officers at 
West Point did not come within the reason of 
the bill, but it was a general bill, the effect of 
which was to restore to them three horses, te- 
cause tue law declared that they should have the 

| same pay and emoluments as officers of a corre- 
| sponding grade in the army. The committee, 















_ day on which they shall have been passed. What || therefore, had in this bill only placed them where 
| day that may be will depend upon the manner in || they were placed by a former law of Congress. 
' which the business is transacted here. If the || The object of the Committee of Ways and Means 
| suggestions [| have felt it my duty to make shall || was to go back to the law as it existed before the 
| be acquiesced in, I think these appropriation bills || war, and restrict these officers to one horse and one 
| may be passed in a fortnight. || forage each, which was quite as much as they 
| Mr. BiSSELL desired to put an inquiry to the | ought to have in time of peace. But when the 
| chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, | army bill came before the committee, they failed 
ee Barur.] If the appropriation bills should || to make this reduction extend to officers of the 
| be passed and Congress should then adjourn, what | army, and he should probably feel it his duty, 
| was to become of California? In that event, (said || when that bill came up to move to put them also 
| Mr. B.,) California may be placed in a position in || on the footing upon which they stood before the 
| which I, for one, do not wish to see her. || war, and confine them to one horse and one for 
| Mr. BAYLY. 1 will say, in reply to the || age. This would make a considerable reduction 
| inquiry of the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Bis- || in the army appropriations. The truth was, as 
| SELL,} that the suggestions | have made to the com- || the thing now stood, it wes but an addition to their 
| mittee relate exclusively to the business in charge || pay, forage for a horse being equal to ninety-eight 
, of the committee of which lam amember. Not dollars. He believed there was no officer who, in 
having special charge of the California bill, I have i time of peace, required more than one horse; and 
not deemed it my province to make any sugges- || there was no reason for allowing more. It was 
tions in relation to it. but an indirect way, however, of increasing the 
Having made these ions, I desire to say || re the officers ofthe army. 

| a few words in reply to the remarks of the gentle- | e had thus briefly explained the motives which 
| man from Kentucky, [Mr. Marsuatt,} and only || actuated the Committee of Ways and Means, 
spect to the committee, to suggest—nay, urgently | on two points. || and it remained for this committee to determine 
‘0 request—that, in disposing. of the bills first : First, in regard to the action of the committee, || whether these officers should have three forages or 
a on the list (say the first five) general debate.| in putting the Professors of Drawing and French |, but one. adihasaagere ied atiant 

should not be indulged. I beg most respectfully.| on the same. footing in peint of salary with the | Mr. CROWELL inquired if the California bill 
‘0 suggest.to the committee, that those.geatlemen | other professors. The infiuences which | would come up next, after this bill was disposed of? 













no inconvenience may arise in that department of 
the public service. 

I then propose to take up the bill making ap- 
propriation for the civil and diplomatic ongranee 
ofthe Government. I am anxious that the House 
should consent that the passage of this bill should 
not be delayed, as it usually has been, until the 
last night of the session, It is a bill to whicha 
great many amendments are always offered, and 
which, therefore, requires. much investigation; and 
which, also, requires a deal of investigation 
by the Committee of Finance of the Senate. 
wish, therefore, that the bill may be passed so far 
'n advance of the period which may be designated, 
for the termination of the session, that there may 
beample time for its consideration, without hur- 
Tying it through on the last night of the session, 
as has heretofore been done. 

The other bills. (that is to say, the navy and 
‘my appropriation bills) are not bills to which 
many a ments are , because the provis- 
‘ons of the bills grow out of existing laws. 

In this. connection, I. beg leave, with great. re- 
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The CHAIRMAN replied in the affirmative. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


|| ument. He was for doing equal justice to every 


Mr. CROWELL inquired if it would be in or- tt department of the service. 


der now to move to lay aside this bill to be re- || 


orted ? 


amendments should have been disposed of. 


Mr. GORMAN inquired if any amendment was | 


now pending? 


Some conversation followed between Mr. Jones 


| and the Chair as to the part of the bill which was 
The CHAIRMAN replied, that the motion to | 


immediately under consideration. 
lay the bill aside could not be put until all the || 


The bill was then read by items. 


Mr. BURT moved fo strike out from the bill || 
_ the following: 


“ And that no professor of the Military Academy shall be {| 


The CHAIRMAN was understood to say, that || entitled to draw forage, or money in lieu thereot, for more 


the gentieman from South Carolina [Mr. Burt] | 
had reported amendments from the Military Com- | 


mittee. 

Mr. GORMAN eaid, he thought the amend- 
ments had not been offered, but merely given no- 
tice of, 


The CHAIRMAN acquiesced in this view of | 


the facts, and said that no amendment was pend- 
ing. 

Some further conversation ensued between Mr. 
but unsucessfally, to procure the bill to be laid 


bill, 


The CHAIRMAN decided that the bill was | 


open to amendment. 


Mr. MARSHALL offered an amendment, pro- | 


viding that in lieu of the present pay and emolu- 
ments of every kind now allowed by law to the 
Professors of Mathematics, their annual compensa- 
tion shall be $2,000. 

He stated that the Professors of Mathematics at 
Weet Point, now received the pay and emoluments 
of a Major: he proposed, instead, to give them a 
specific sum of money. 


The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment out of 


order, on the ground that it proposed to change an 
existing law; whereas the object of the appropria- 
tion bill was to carry into effect the laws as they 
existed. 

Messrs. MARSHALL and HOLMES appealed. 

No debate was in order. 

Some irregular conversation followed on the 
point of order. 

Mr. BURT desired, he said, that the ground 
upon which the chairman had based his decision 
might be understood. And he (Mr. B.) desired 
to put an inquiry, whether the amendment of the 
gentieman from Kentucky [Mr. Marsnatt] cre- 
ated any office by law. 

The CHAIRMAN was understood to say it 
did not. 

Mr. BURT. Then it is a provision for that 
which is already created by law. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Lilinois, desired that the 81st 


rule of the House might be read (as that under 
which the Chairman had declared the amendment 
out of order.) 

The rule was read, as follows: 


| fessor were concerned. 





| than one horse, to be owned and actually keptin service.” 


Some conversation followed upon a point of 
|| order. 


TheCHAIRMAN finally ruled the amendment 


|| in order. 


And the question being on its adoption, 


Mr. SACKETT proposed an amendment to the | 
_ amendment. 


The amendment to the amendment was not in 


| order. 
Gorman and the Chairman, Mr. G. endeavoring, | 


The question being on the amendment of Mr. 


| Burr, 
aside, with the view of taking up the California || 


Mr. BURT said, he trusted the committee would 


| adopt the amendment that he had proposed. It 


was not to be denied or concealed by any gentle- 


‘| man here, certainly not by any member of the 
| Committee on Military Affairs, that the purpose 
of allowing this forage was not to provide for 
| horses for the professors at West Point, to enable 
|| them to perform their duties as professors. No 
| such thing was pretended. 
| eessary for a professor, so far as his duties as pro- 
The horse allowed him, 
|| and the servant allowed him, were but means of 
|| increasing his pay. And he would say to the 
|| committee, on the authority of those who ought 
|| to know, and upon whose authority he relied with || 
| implicit confidence, that they were not able to re- 
|, tain the most accomplished professors in the vari- 
‘| ous branches of instruction at West Point, on 
| account of the smallness of their compensation. 
|| He believed that professors of the same branches 
of science in every college in the country, certainly | 
|| in every one south of Philadelphia, received from | 
|| twenty-three to twenty-five hundred dollars a | 
|| year; and the consequence was, that men of first- | 
|| rate talent and attainments could not be induced 
|| to remain in those professorships at West Point. 
|| The very moment that they had established a rep- 
utation, and received an invitation to accept a pro- {| for in the bill—t am opposed to its increase, as en- 
|| fessorship elsewhere, they abandoned West Point 
\'| on account of the inadequacy of the salary. He 
|| trusted, therefore, the committee would strike out | 
|| the words that he had proposed should be stricken | 
|| out, and retain at least the present rate of com- | 
|| pensation. 


A horse was not ne- 





'| voted to sustain the decision of the C 
| bound to vote for the amendment that had 


| introduce any change in the existing law 
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an trae hay amendment. 
r. renewed it. He wi 
make one remark, he said, in answer then - 
tleman from Ohio, who had placed the matters, 
what the gentleman, no doubt, believed te tn" 
absurd position. He would ask the gentlems 
how it was in the old Colony of Virginia a 
government derived its revenue not from mone 
taxes, but from a tax of so many hoesheads 
tobacco—was there sy absurdity in that? ’ 
But he would say further, that all those who 


hair Were 


amendment was to re the law to what jt had 
heretofore been. emen who agreed with the 
Chair in his decision, that it was out of order to 


proposed by his care ie the object of the 
u 


certainly bound to support this amendment, be 


cause it was intended to sustain the existing jay 
He withdrew the amendment at the request of 
Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, who renewed ih, 
amendment, and said he was opposed to ih, 


/amendment of the gentleman from South Car. 


lina. That amendment proposed to allow to each 
of the professors an additional number of horse; 
Now, sir, (said Mr. H.,) the chairman of the Com, 
mittee of Ways and Means has told us that thes 
professors receive, under existing laws, the 

and emoluments of a Lieutenant Colonel of dr. 
goons. Those officers are allowed three horses 
each, but the clause of the bill which the amend. 
ment proposes to strike out, reduces that number 
to one—making a difference in the commutation 
pay of $192 per annum. Now, sir, there are cap. 
tains and brevet captains, first and second lieuten. 
ants, and brevet first and second lieutenants, in the 
army, who are fully competent to discharge the 
duties of acting professors in the several professor. 
ships. If these officers were transferred to these 
professorships their present pay would be more 
than doubled, and would be beyond doubt fully 
satisfactory to them. As it now stands, all the 
professors are civilians and have no connection 
with the army. While the army contains s 
many accomplished officers thus competent to dis. 
charge those duties—who could be properly spared 
from the line or staff, and who would be glad to 


| occupy those positions, with the pay as provided 


tirely improper and unnecessary. They already 
receive more than they would receive if at their 
posts in the line of the ot 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. Will the 
gentleman permit me to suggest, that no officer of 


|| the army who is entitled to horses can draw pay 
Mr. B. withdrew the amendment at the request of || or forage for those 


Mr. CARTTER who renewed it. He said hé was || he has the horses? 
totally opposed to the amendment, because it pro- the existing law is, 


unless he certifies that 
he objection that | have to 
that the professors at West 


¢* No appropriation shail be reported in such general ap- || posed to do indirectly what the Legislature refused || Point have to certify that these horses have actu- 


prop-tation bills, or be in order as an amendmeff€ thereto, 


for any expenditure not previously authorized by law, un- 


less in covtinaation of appropriations for such public works 


and objects as are already in progress, and for the contin- || 
grncies for carrying on the several departmei.ts of the Gov- | 


ernment.” 


Mr. HARRIS, of Hlinois, inquired of the Chair 


whether this amendment did not make provision 


for one of the contingencies contemplated by the | 
rule, a requisite to carry on one of the depart | 


ments of the Government? 
The reply of the Chairman was not heard. 


also out of order? 


‘The CHAIRMAN was understood to say, they 


were out of order. 

After a brief conversation between Mr. Houmes 
and the Chairman on a point of previous practice— 

The CHAIRMAN stated the question to be on 
sustaining the decision of the Chair. 

And the question was taken, and decided in the 
affirmative—ayes 65, noes 50. 

So the decision of the Chair was affirmed. 

And the amendment was ruled out of order. 

Mr. CARTTER desired, he said, to make a 
brief statement in relation to this mater of adjust- 
ing the pay of officers and professors at West 
Point hr 3 

The CHAIRMAN said, the gentleman might 

by unanimous consent. 

No objection was made. 

Mr. CARTTER said, he should vote against 
any proposition which created a distinction be- 


to do directly. 
from South Carolina, 








less they 


they did not require. 


late in that way. 


|, Mr. BURT (the floor having been temporarily 
yielded to him) said, he thought the gentleman 
Mr. WHITE inquired of the Chair, whether || from Ohio had been long enough a member of the 
the 14th, Lith, and 16th lines of the bill were not || Committee on Military Affairs to know that cer- 
|| tain officers, among whom were three pro‘essors, 
received pay corresponding to that of officers of 
assimilated rank in the army, and that these al- 
| lowances were constituent portions of their sala- 
ries. 
| 


Mr. CARTTER (resuming) said, the plain 


English of it was this: A professorat West Point 


received $398 for a servant without having any use 


for one; he received annually about $300 for hay 
and oats for horses that he had no use for. 
| professors were to be furnished with hay and oats, 
| it should be done specifically, and then they should 
be compelled to eat them, or else the amount of 
their salaries should be stated in money, so that it 
might be comprehended. He could see no neces- 
sity for providing forage for these professors un- 
were to be compelled to demonstrate 
propositions on the blackboard on horseback. He 


took it for granted they did not live on oats, and 


A t $300 worth of hay he thought would: be a large 
tween officers of the same grade, in point of emol- || allowance for a professor of mathematics. 

















If the 





It was admitted by the gentleman || ally been kept for their use. They necessarily 
that these professors had no 


use for horses; and yet it was proposed that each 
should receive forage for three horses, equal to 
three times $96. And they must also be furnished 
with a groom to rub down these horses which 
He really thought it was 
supremely ridiculous for any set of men to legis- 


receive the money under an equivocation. 
Mr. HARRIS. I think that this provision of 


| the bill, as reported by the committee, is a proper 


one, and that the House ought to sustain it. If 
they have horses, they should be allowed forage, 
and if not, forage should not be allowed. 

He withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. TAYLOR renewed it, for the purpose of 
enabling him to inquire of the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, what would bs 
the pay of a professor at West Point as the bill 
now stood? 

Mr. BAYLY replied, that the pay and emolu- 
ments of the Professor of Natural and Exper'- 
mental Philosophy amounted to about §1,951— 
$900 being his pay proper, $365 for subsistence, 
$288 for forage, and $398 for a servant. The 
others recei about $1,698, with the exception 
of the Professor of Drawing and the Professor of 
the French language, who received but $1,128 each. 

Mr. TAYLOR. I will ask the gentleman what 
reduction is proposed by the committee to be 
made? 

Mr. BAYLY replied, that the bill proposed « 
reduction of forage to the amount of $192, the 
forage for a horse being $96. Before the passage 
of the law to which he had referred, they each re- 
i for one horse, but since the 
commencement of Mexican war, they had re- 
ceived forage for three horses. This bill proposed 
to bring them back to where they were on the 
peace eatablishment. He would state further, that 
thie provision of the bill, which the gentleman 
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fom South Carolinia had moved to strike out, 

ducing these professors to forage for one horse, 

oe precise transcript of a provision of thearmy 
bil of a previous year, when the whole of the offi- || 
vers of the army on the peace establishment were 
reluced to one forage, and that was done in an 

appropriation bill. a 

Mr. TAYLOR said he was willing to pay the 
rofessors liberally, and he desired, also, that the 
of the cadets should be increased. It was a 
matter within his own krowledge, that there was 
very great inequality, and that their pay was not 
roperly regulated. He wished, for one, that the 
Committee on Military Affairs, or some other ap- 
propriate committee, woul@ take up the subject, 
and provide more liberally for the pay of the 
edets, 80 that they might be placed more com- 
pietely upon an equality. As it was, there were 
many meritorious youths at that institution, the 
gas of persons in moderate circumstances, and 
who were unable to supply tiem with sufficient 
means to enable them to maintain a proper posi- | 
| 


ion among their classmates. This should be 
remedied by the bounty of the Government, 

He withdrew the amendment. 
Mr. SACKETT renewed the amendment. 
declared his opinion to be different from that ex- 
by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Tay- | 


pressed 4 
He believed it unnecessary to increase the 


LOR. ] 


pay of the cadets, or of the persons engaged in || 


ihe superintendence of the institution. e re- | 
ferred to the annual applications which were | 
made to members for admissions to the institu- | 
tion, reaching the number of five, ten, and in some 
instances he had no doubt fifteen in each congres- 
sional district, although the terms of admission 
were perfectly well known and understood, as evi- 
dences of the avidity with which these appoint- 
ments were sought. He was disposed, also, to 
vote against the increase of the pay of certain pro- 
fessors, unless satisfactory proof of the necessity 
of that increase should be given; and he desired 
to be informed by the chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means, (Mr. Bayry,] whether that 
committee were in possession of any facts going 
to show that it was difficult to procure and retain 
the services of such professors owing to the inade- 
quacy of the pay? 

Mr. BAYLY said, that General Totten had 
appeared before the commitiee, had urged the 
increase, and had stated the difficulty of retaining 
the services of men of this grade of accomplish- 
ment, unless the salaries should be increased. 

Mr. SACKETT had no idea (he said) of being 
captions, but unless it could be demonstrated to 
the satisfaction of the committee, that that diffi- 
culty really existed, he could not vote for the 
increase. Le well-enough alone. The maxim 
was a good one, and should not be changed, ex- 
cept under some overruling necessity. 

He withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. KING, of New Jersey, renewed the amend- 
ment. Hesaid he thought it right that the com- 
mitteeshould understand, what it appeared to him 
they were not perfectly aware of, viz: that there 
was a necessity for an increase of pay at West 
Point, in regard to which the amendment was of- 
fered. It had been truly stated, that if the pay 
should not be increased, the institution might lose 
the services of the most eminent and able profes- 
sors. He could give the names of ten distinguished 
men who had been compelled to leave West Point, 
because their salaries were insufficient to support 
them and their families in a suitable manner. ‘here 
was nothing but love of the place of their education 
which induced them to remain. They were not 
sufficiently compensated for their services. The 
gentleman from Lilinois seemed to suppose that the 
gentlemen who were professors there, retained 
= commissions in the army. This was a mis- 

e. 

Mr. HARRIS. The gentleman misapprehended 
me. What l said was, that there are individuals 
in the army who are quite as competent to occupy 
the position of professors at West Point, as the 
gentlemen who now fill those professorships. 

Mr. KING said, he must be permitied to dis- 
agree with the gentleman upon that point. He 
doubted exceedingly whether any could be found 
in the army who were more competent. He 
Wes in favor of the amendment of the gentleman 

from ina, and he thought it would be 


highly important and , if it were possible, 
under the, decision of the Chair, to-inteoduee seme 





| 
He || 
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change in the pay of the professors at West Point, | 


} 
i 


} 


| 


to all concerned. 





to bring them toa precise sum in money, that could | 
be understood by all. 


All of 
if 


in the bill, arising, as upon the explanation of Mr. 
Bay y, it subsequently appeared in a clerical error. 

The errcr was corrected. 

The question then recurred on the amendment 
of Mr. Burr. 

Mr. HUNTER asked that it might be read. 

The amendment was again read. 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Peck and 
MARSHALL were appointed. 

The question was then taken, und decided in 
the affirmative—ayes 76, noes 39. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. KING, of New Jersey, proposed to offer 
an amendment, providing— 

* That henceforth each professor shall receive eight dol- 


lars a month in lieu of forage for each horse to which his 
assimilated rank is entitled.” 


Mr. BAYLY raised a point of order against the | 


amendment, 

: The CHAIRMAN sustained the point of or- 
er. 
The amendment was ruled out of order. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, moved an | 


amendment, to strike out from the fourteenth to the 
eighteenth lines of the bill as tollows, viz: 

“ Provided, That henceforth the Professor of Drawing 
and the Professor of Frenchshall be entitied to receive the 
saine pay and emoluments as the Professurs of Engineering, 
Mathematics, Ethies, and Chemistry.” 

He said he had been convinced, by the remarks 
of the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Mar- 
SHALL] yesterday, that there should bea difference 
between the compensations of the Professors of 
Drawing and French and those of the other pro- 
fessors. He would be willing to increase some of 
these salaries to a medium amount, though not to 
the amount proposed; but, as under the ruling of 


| the Chair, no amendirent could be received tojac- 


complish that object, he should vote to keep the 
salaries as they were. He thoughtthey compared 
properly with the salaries of professors of colleges 
generally in the country. e was willing to in- 
crease the pay of cadets from $24 to $28 per month; 


As the matter now stood, || 
they were remunerated partly by direct salary, 
partly by allowance for subsistence, and partly by 
allowance for forage and for servants. 
which did not adequately remunerate them. 
the law could be so changed as to convert their al- 
lowances into a direct salary that would be com- 
mensurate with their services, it would be better 
understood by the country, and more advantageous | 
He was not disposed to with- | 
draw the amendment, for he wanted a vote upon it. 
Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, suggested a difficulty | 
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be compelled to leave the station. Mr. Write 
| then withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. WOODWARD renewed the amendment. 
He was in favor of striktng out. He thought that 


| the talents required by these professors were ex- 


tremely limited. A professor of French required 
ho extraordinary talent. [twas that kind of tal- 
ent which was abundant in the country, and was 
becoming cheaper every day. He did not think 
there would be any difficulty in supplying the 
places of these gentlemen should they leave. A 
distinction waa to be made between a professor of 
‘|| general science, who required a greater range of 
talent than a teacher of French or drawing. A 
|) good draughtsman might be obtained without 
much difficulty. The supply of talent of thia kind 
' was so abundant, that the compensation had be- 
| come lower. The French Government managed 
to get better talent than we have, and at about half 
| the cost. He thought that by raising the pay, we 
| Should not increase the efficiency of the academi- 
| cal instruction. He contended that we are in the 
|| habit of paying too high salaries. We pay our 
i clerks too much. Were we to lower their pay 
| we should get better, because we shouid obtain 
| practical and laborious clerks, instead of worn-out 
politicians. From this latter class of men he would 
| prefer to teke it away, and to give it to laboring 
|} men who would be willing to do the duties, and 
| who would perform them efficiently at a smaller 
compensation. 
He withdrew the amendment. 
Mr. FOWLER said that he was in favor of 
| giving to these teachers, and all others, a compe- 
tent support. But the rule of comparison, tmsti- 
|| tuted by gentlemen, between the clerks of this 
House and of the various bureaus in the several 
| departments of this Government, is inappropriate, 
| If, sir, you would institute an appropriate com- 
parison for these West Point professors, it should 
| be with the professors and teachers of the cul- 
| leges and other literary institutions in that section 
|| of country. What do they receive? The President 
of one of the New England colleges, a man of 
, eminent talents and acquirements, receives a eal- 
| ary, as I remember, of twelve hundred dollars; 
| and the professors associated with him—men who 
compare favorably with the most learned men of 
| the country—receive, I think, eight handred dol- 
| lars a year. 
In all our northern institutions, but few of the 
| professors receive over one thousand a year, ani 
| no men among us are riper scholars than they. 
| Moreover, several of our most able professors are 
| men who have expended their whole patrimony 
in making their acquisitions. A professor in one 


i 








which had been recommended by every Board of || of our colleges worked his own way up from a 


Examiners for several years, but would make no 
other change of compensations, 

He withdrew the amendment at request. 

Mr. TOOMBS renewed the amendment. The 
vote which had been just taken was, in his opin- 
ion, a wise one. It was urged, however, that the 
Professor of French and the Professor of Draw- 
ing received too much compensation for their ser- 
vices. In his opinion, those gentlemen were not 
sufficiently paid. They were both men eminently 
qualified for their stations. What do you pay 
your clerks here?) You give your clerks $1,200, 
$1,400, and $1,500. You give these amounts to 
every man who sits at thatdesk. But, surely, the 
talent required for these professorships is of a very 
different, and a more rare character. And is it 
fair to put these professors on the same footing 
with ordinary clerical labor? They have dis- 
charged their duties in a manner to give satisfac- 
tion to all, and they deserve the pay which they 
receive. ‘There ought to be higher rank assigned 
to them; but as the bill stands, the only change 
contemplated is in their pay. He could not say 
that he thought 31,800 was atall too much to pay 
them. The talents required for these stations 
were peculiar im their kind, and deserved good 


} 
} carpenter’s shop to a degree, and to a professorship 
| in his alma mater, by his own unaided efforts. And 
| such was his preéminence, that he was selected by 
his fellow-citizens to fill the vacancy in the dis- 
| trict, oceasioned by the resignation of our Minister 
| to Constantinople. | do not see him in his seat, 
(honorable Mr.Meacnam of Vermont.) But his 
| salary as professor for several years, has been 
$800 per annum. 
|. The teachers and cadets at West Point have 
| been supported by the Government. And shia! 
| they receive salaries entirely out of yep ae 
aa compared with other institutions? 1 am ready 
| to pay these gentlemen what they have hitherto 
| received, which, as I judge, is a fair compensation; 
| but I object to the raising of their salaries, as pro- 
| posed by this amendment. We have the debt of 
one hundred and fifty to two hundred miltions of 
| dollars, occasioned by the Mexican war, upon our 
| shoufders. We shall be cut off from most of our 
revenue from the sales of public lands, by reason of 
| the issue of ninety thousand bounty land warrants. 
We ought to meet and settle the French spolia- 
| tion claims without further delay. We must do 
| something for the relief of our manufacturing in- 
| terests, and for the promotion of agriculture. Our 





compensation. He considered it a safe as well as || annual! appropriations for this year, judging from 


a constitutional guide that we should not take any | 


man’s property without giving him just compen- 
sation. 
He withdrew the amendment. 





| the bills now on your table, will reach fifty mil- 
| liona, and it is notime for raising salaries. Econ- 
| omy, a wise economy, should be practiced in the 
transactions of Governments as well as of corpora- 


Mr. WHITE renewed the amendment, merely | tions and individuals. While we make reasonable 


for the purpose of stating, that some years since 
this same question was raysed. He had then re- 
ceived a letter from the Professor of Drawing, to 
the effect that thecompensation was entirely in- 
adequate, and that unlesa it was raised he should 


and liberal provision for our public functionaries, 
| let es guard against profusion and extravagance. 
1 will not lift my hand to. tke a dollar from the 
public Treasury for show and luxury. 
Mr. F. withdrew the amendment. 
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Mr. BURT renewed the amendment He had 
no doubt that the gentleman from Massachusetts 
was correct in what he said as to the New Eng- 
land colleges. He, (Mr. B.,) however, had no 
means of knowing whether these salaries were ad- 
equate or oarageee. According to the price of 
living in New England, they might be sufficient. 
Bat the scale of salaries was not the same in other 
colleges. In Columbia College, in New York; in 
the South Carolina College, and in others which 
he was acquainted with, he knew of no professor- 
ship which commanded less than $2,000. 

Mr. FOWLER said, Columbia College was sit- 
uated in the heart of one of the greatest cities in 
the world, where the rate of living was much 
higher than in other places. , 

Mr. BURT (resuming) said, so was West Point 
situated in an expensive region of country, He 
would undertakeJo say that the West Point Acad- 
emy was the first instituuon of the kind in the 
world. It was admitted to be so in England and 
France. If gentlemen could show that the profes- 
sors in such an institution were too well paid at 
$1,200 or $1,400 a year, he hoped theyjwould bring 
forward such information. There was no professor 
at West Point who was not of the first standing 
in his department, be it what it may. It was a 
model institution, and he hoped the House would 
not hear with.favor that what was paid to the pro- 
feasors in the New England colleges was sufficient 
to be paid here. The chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means, as he understood him, pro- 
posed to raise these salaries up to $1,700. Was 
that adequate? If not, he would vote to give 
more. 

He withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. GREEN renewed the amendment. He re- 
garded this proposition 4s one which changed the 

public laws, and therefore that it ought not to 
be admitted in thie bill, If the proposition was a 
good one in itself, it was not a proper place for it 
here. He had always entertained doubts whether, 
in an appropriation bill, we had a right to change 
the salaries of persons appointed by law. He had 
always opposed such propositions, and he would 
still oppose them. ‘The chairman of the Military 

Jommitiee had asserted that this Academy was 
the first in the world. If so, it had advanced to 
its present eminence under this system of moderate 
salaries; and, if we were to raise the salaries, there 
might be some danger fest it should. produce a de- 
terioration of the character of the insutution. He 
was of the opinion that the true course would be 
to let well-enough alone. Why should we increase 
these salaries? He saw no good reason for the 
change. The greatness, the superiority of its in- 
struction, and its popularity had not been the ef- 
fect of extravagant salaries to the professors. He 
had no doubt that the Government could find men 
who would be willing to serve at the present sala- 
ries. Let us not, then, endanger the success of 
the Academy, by instilling into the minds of the 
youth who may be sent there principles which are 
at variance with those on which our political in- 
ativutions are founded. 

Mr. BURT explained, that even the cadets were 
sometimes to be sustained from their private means, 
and that, in some cases, the professors had found 
their pay insufficient to meet their ex penses, 

Mr. GREEN. (resuming) said, that cases, he 
knew, had oceurred in which cadets had been im- 
prudently supplied with money, and it had elways 
caused heart-burnings among the rest, and some- 
times led to biekerings. 

He withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, renewed the 
amendment. Hewsaid it was very usual, when prop- 
ositions were made to increase salaries, that they 
were met by this kind of opposiunon, He was 
surprised at the o ition of the gentleman from 
South Caroline, (Mr. Woopwaagp,]} who was gen- 
erally a0 very liberal in his course. And he was 
astonished that gentlemen should inatitute a com- 
parison between the talents required for a profes- 
sor and those of clerical labor. He differed with 
his friend from South Carolina about the talent 
required ia the Professor of Drawing. That gen- 
tleman must be a good mathematician, and must 
have a perfect knowledge of perspective; and it 
required a high order of talent to qualify a man for 
a professorship at West Point. So in reference to 
the French professor, whose talents his, friend 
ftom South Carolina had ae 

Mr. WOODWARD explained that he had, in 


| 





| 


| 





estimating the value of these talents, looked at the 
principle of demand and supply as governing the 
question of value. He did not regard the French 
language as very important. 

Mr. STANTON resumed, dissenting from the 
gentleman from South Carolina as to the import- 
ance of the French instruction. He was disposed 
to give adequate salaries, and was opposed to the 
practice of depreciating talent, and evading the 
payment of the salary to which it was entitled. 

e withdrew the amendment, 

Mr. SWEETSER renewed the amendment. 

He said that the proposition to increase the sala- 


_ries of the officers and professors of the West 
| Point Academy, and the arguments in support of 
| the increase of salaries, did not strike him favora- 
| bly. 


It is admitted that the professors receive 
now about $1,200 to $1,700 per annum, with their 
house rent, fuel, and lights, in addition, The prop- 
osition is to give to the officer in command an 
increase of salary, reaching back for about five 
years, and to increase the salary of the Professor 
of Drawing, and the Professor of French, from 
$1,200 to $1,700. The gentleman from Massachu- 
setts |had stated, that the professorships of the 
literary institutions of Massachusetts were filled 
with tue first talent of the country, for salaries 
ranging from $800 to $1,000. ‘Lhe gentleman from 
South Carolina, who proposes to increase the 
salasties at West Point, intimates that the salaries 
spoken of by the gentleman from Massachusetts 
{Mr. Fow.er]} were confined to New England. 
Mr. 8. said he came to the aid of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, and informed the committee 


| that the literary ineytutions of Ohio were very re- 
| Spectable in character; that in his own town, Del- 


aware, they had an institution of high characcer, 
with a Board of Professors, as learned and ‘well 


| qualified as could be found In any part of the coun- 


try; and that the salaries which they received 
were a fair average of salaries paid in other por- 
tions of the State. The President received $1,000, 
and the Professors 9800; and he had never heard 
any complaint. 1, 18 also true, that in Ohio the 
Governor receives but $1,500, tue Supreme Judges 
$1,200, and the Common Pieas judges $1,000. 

Now, if the Government desires Lo increase sal- 
aries, he would cail the attention of the commitee 
to the fact, that the district judge of Ohio received 
only $1,000—a man of talent and learning. If the 
habits of extravagance at West Point require the 
proposed increase of salaries, he desired that there 
should be an equalizauon of salaries all over the 
country. 

Gentiemen should pause before they press this 
West Point Academy upon the attention of the 
country in an uniavorable manner. ‘The services 
rendered by the men educated at that instituuon, 
in the Mexican war, had quieted the public mind 
in regard to it, without establishing any decided 
favoritism for the instituuon. There were a num- 
ber of private institutions in the land, which may 
in Ume supersede this institution. The proposi- 
Lion is also submitted to increase the pay of cadets 
from $24 to $28 per month. 

Mr, 3. gave notice that he should war upon 
all suck expenditures. He had no prejudices 
against the Military Academy. it was an insti- 
tution of doubiful propriety to say the least of 
it, and extravagance is very significantly impressed 
upon all the proposed appropriations of the present 
session. 

Mr. S. withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. JONES renewed the amendment. 

Mr. SACKETT (interposing) inquired if the 
professors at West Point were not furnished quar- 
ters, fuel, and lights? 

Mr. BAYLY replied, that they were furnished 
quarters and fuel; he did not know how it was 
with respect to lights. 

Mr. JONES said, he was very certain that there 
was no person under the Government dignified 
with the name of an officer, whether in the civil, 
military, or naval departments, who was not re- 
ceiving ample compensation. This was a time 
when, perhaps above ail others, they should have 
regard to economy; and, as this was the first of the 
appropriation Lills, and as he thought they should 
be decreased as much as possible, he would read 
to the committee a list of the sums required by the 
different departments of the Government for the 
current fiscal year. 

Appropriation Bilts. 
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Civil and Diplomate... 7.0.0.0..00 7 Mr 
i 95,812 (5 


Rivers and harbors bills reported 
Collecting revenue from customs 
Additional estimates for the Army 


Permanent and indefinite appropriations to po Reb as % 
expended in the year ending June 30, 1851, » 9,643,419 
Former appropriations unexpended, which mm 

wili be required daring the year ending 


June 30, 1851 +Peeees teeererees 5,655,530 y 


$16,686.33) 
5441.57 . 
$52,127,945, 

[Before he had concluded the reading of the tab. 
he was interrupted by the Chairman’s hamije, 
but proceeded with the reading (as above) at, 
subsequent stage of the proceedings. } 

Mr. KAUFMAN renewed the amendment. but 
not, he said, for the purpose of making a epee 
He intended to vote against it. Bat in order ;, 
bring the discussion to a close, as it seme 
to him that every gentleman must have made y 
his mind how he designed to vote, he (Mr.K 
called for the question, and gave notice that he 
would not withdraw the amendment. 

The amendment was again read. 

Tellers were called for, and ordered, and Messrs, 
Hoxmes and Sackett were appointed. 

And the question having been taken, the yor 
stood—yeas 54, noes 70. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

| Mr. TAYLOR offered the following amend. 
ment. 

*‘And that the pay of the cadets shall hereafter conform ty 
the recommendation contained in the report of the Board 
of Visitors, nvade to the Secretary of War, during the year 
1849, to wit: G23 20 per month.” 

The amendment having been read— 

The CHAIRMAN ruled it to be out of order, 

Mr. TAYLOR gave notice that he would em- 
brace some other opportunity to offer the amend- 
ment. 

After some conversation between Mr. Bayiy 
and the Chairman— 

Mr. JONES moved to amend the bill by stri- 
king out the 22d and 23d lines thereof. 

Mr. J. said, that the amount was very small; 
still, if stricken out, it would be some saving. 

| He then proceeded to read (in continuation) the 

| table he had already read in part, (showing the 
aggregate amount of appropriations required for 
the current fiscal year.) 

Mr. BURT rose to a point of order. He sub- 
mitted that, under the five minutes’ rule, the gen- 
tlemen must confine his remarks to the amend- 
ment he had offered, and could discuss no other. 

Mr. JONES said, he had moved to strike out 
part of the bill, and he was speaking to that very 
point, to show the necessity of reducing the ay- 
propriations, 

The CHAIRMAN overruled the point of order. 

Mr. JONES proceeded to read the table. 

Mr. FITCH interposed to a point of order. 
Was not this appropriation, he submitted, provi- 
ded for by the existing law, and therefore was not 
an attempt to defeat it, in this manner, out of 
order? 

Mr. JONES submitted, that that was not & 
question of order for the Chair to decide, bus 
question for the House to decide. 

‘The CHAIRMAN overraled the point of order. 

Mr. JONES recente reading of - _ 

showing an te of fifty-two millions of dollars. 
He wines Lave! wire the money was to 
come from. This amount, he said, - — 
of moneys that might be appropriated for the sal- 
isfaction of private claims, and it was also exclu- 
sive of the enormous appropriations which, he 
feared, would find friends enough in this Congress 
for the French spoliations. If this vast amount 
of appropriation was to be made, the Government 
would again have to go into market to borrow. 

Mr. BAYLY, remarking that, in his opinion, 

the statement read by his col e on the Com- 
mittee of Ways Means, {Mr. Jones,) wes 
calculated to produce an erroneous impression 
upon the House and the country, stated that from 
the aggregate amount of the appropriations to ve 
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‘ded for during the present fiscal year us esti- 
provid . the gentleman, $5,444,000 for the Post 
ofice Department, (which was supported by its 


,000—being the amount of unexper 
oe eee former appropriations—should be de- 
qucted; so that from the aggregate estimated by 
the gentleman, some ‘$11,000,000, in round num- 
bers, should be deducted; making in round num- 
pers $40,000,000 instead of ‘$51,000,000 expenses 
to be provided for during’the current fiscal year. 

He withdrew the amendment. , 

Mr. BURT renewed the amendment, with a 
siew to have the question taken. — 

Mr. JONES said he had no desire to have the 
question taken. 

Mr. BURT thereu 

Mr. JOHN A. 
amendment, viz: 

For the erection and completion of a riding ball, the sum 
of $8,000, in addition to the sum of $2,000, appropriated by 
the act of February 19, 1849. 

In explanation of his amendment he said, that 
an appropriation of $10,000 had, during the last 
Congress, been applied for by those interested in 
the Academy, with the approbation of the officers 
at West Point, and of the Quartermaster General; 
and that some $2,000 was then appropriated by 
Congress, for the erection of a new riding hall. 
The officer in charge of the riding school said 
that the old hall was in a condition unfit for ser- 
vice, and dangerous both to the horses and their 
riders. He alluded to the importance of this 
branch of the education of the cadets, and appealed 
to the House to grant the remainder ($8,000) of 
the amount necessary to complete the riding hall, 
that appropriate and necessary appendage of so 
noble av institution, 

He withdrew the amendment at the request of 

Mr. BAYLY, who renewed it, and stated that 
this precise application had been made to the Sec- 
retary of War, who had declined to ask for any 
such appropriation. 

Mr. HOLMES renewed the amendment. The 
House was called upon to decide between the 
opinion of such a man as General ee who had 
seen service, and had a practical knowledge of ail 
matters relating to it, and that of the Secretary of 
War, who had never seen any service, and was 
altogether without experience. And again, he 
asked the House if they were willing to suffer 
these buildings to remain ina state of dangerous 
dilapidation, which might endanger the lives of 
some of the boys at the Academy, rather than 
spend $8,000 in necessary repairs? It was but 
lately that, at a Catholic school, the question came 
up about repairing a ruined portico, but it was 
overruled on account of the expense. Soon after- 
words the portico fell, and buried some of the 
children in the ruins. He withdrew the amend- 


ment, 
He 


n withdrew the amendment. 
ING moved the following 


Mr. TAYLOR renewed the amendment. 
stated, that whenever information relative to the 
service came to the House from officers whose 
knowledge and skill had been tested in the field, 
he Sh feit disposed to give the greatest weight 
to it. He knew no better guide for his legislative 
duties, so far as it went. He renewed the amend- 
ment merely for the purpose of having read an 
extract from the report of thre;Board of Visitors in 
1849, in relation to the pay of the cadets. [The 
extract was read.) He had this read to justify 
the amendment he had proposed, and which the 
Chair had decided to be out of order. He was‘in 
favor of sustaining this institution, of paying the 
pohaeers: and renee the cadets on an equality. 

he graduates this imstitution had conferred 
great honor on the country, and he hoped the in- 
stitution would be cherished. He withdrew the 
amendment. 

Mr. CARTTER asked if it would be in order 
0 move to abolish the institution. ! 

The CHAIRMAN indicated, that the object 
Might be attained "y a motion to strike out the 
first clause of the bill. 

Mr. CARTER moved that the committee rise, 
but withdrew his motion. 

Mr. BAYLY, in 

€ gentleman from 













hears all that ean be said on both sides, and sends 
the result to the committee. 
good precedent to act upon every suggestion which 
might come from any officer which was ex parte. 


priation for the security of the lives of the cadets. 
On this principle, and because Congress did make 
the appropriation last year, he had to-day sub- | 
mitted hie amendment. 


ginia (Mr. Bayty] to withdraw the amendment. 


so, as it had been withdrawn for his accommoda- 
tion, and under a pledge that he would renew it. 


fact—and that was, that, under the late Adminis- 
tration, certain officers were obliged to be sent to | 


man was entitled to speak. 


1| P 


Green Bay. 











It would not bea 





The Cxl AIRMAN resumed the chair in com. 


mittee. 


The question recurring on the appeal 
Mr. BURT withdrew it, and modified hisamend: 


r. BURT. The Chief of the Department does || ment to read as follows : 


not ask for this appropriation contained in the 
amendment of the gentleman from New York. 
must, therefore, very reluctantly vote against it. 


Mr. JOHN A. 


last year approve and adopt similar appro- | 








Mr. KERR appealed to the gentleman from Vir- 
Mr. BAYLY suid, he was not at liberty to do | 


Some calls to order. 


| 
Mr. KERR desired to say one word. | 
Mr. KERR said, he ‘simply desired to state's | 





Earope in order to acquire a knowledge of cavalry | 
tactics—— | 

The CHAIRMAN interposed to order. There | 
was, he said, no question upon which the gentle- 


The question was then taken, and the amend- | 
ment was rejected. 

Mr. HOLMES moved that the committee rise. | 

Mr. BURT desired, he said, to give notice of | 





certain amendments; and he would ask his col- | 


league to waive his motion for a moment for that | 
purpose, If it was the desire of the committee to || 
rise, he (Mr. B.) had no objection, \| 

Mr. OTIS inquired of the Chair if it was in || 
order to move to rise and report the bill to the 
House? 

The CHAIRMAN said, not while an amend- 
ment was pending. 

Mr. HOLMES waived his motion that the com- 
mittee rise, 

Mr. BURT now moved his amendment, as 
follows: 

Sec. 2. And be tt further enacted, That whenever the 
lineal rank of the Superintendent of the Military Academy 
shall be under the grade of Lieutenant Colonel, he shat) be 
entitled to the pay and emoluments now allowed by jaw to 
the Professor of Natural and Experimental Philosophy; aud 
the provisions of this section shall take effect from and after 
the 15th August, 1845. 

Mr. BAYLY raised the question of order on the 
amendment. 

amet CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment out of 
order. 

Mr. BURT appealed from the decision, and in- 
quired if the appeal was debatable? 

The CHAIRMAN replied, it was not. 

The motion that the commiittee rise was now re- 
newed. 

The question was taken, and the vote stood— 
ayes 58, noes 63. 
. So the committee refused to rise. 

The amendment was read, 

A brief conversation between Mr. Burt and the 
Chairman ensued upon a point of order. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, inquired if any 
amendment was pending? 

The CHAIRMAN replied in the negative. 

Mr. HARRIS moved, then, that the committee 
rise and report the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN aaid, that motion could not 
be put at present, and announced the question, 
Shall the decision of the Chair stand as the judg- 
ment of the committee? . 

Mr. BURT called for tellers, which were re- 


fused. 
Mr. BURT asked for'a division. 
The question was taken, and no quorum voted. 
Mr. CARTTER moved that the committee rise. 
Mr. THOMPSON, of ‘Mississippi, made the | 
point of order, that, no quorum having voted, the 
roll must be called. 
The CHAIRMAN decided accordingly. 
‘ohn See e to call the roll, and having 
e . 
sie, commie ae = the names of 
tees, to be en n the Journal. 
The SPEAKER wall That easoroen having now 
appeared, the Chairman would rewame the chair. 








Sec. 2. nd be it further enacted, That whenrver the 


[ || lineal rank of the Superintenden; of the Military Academy, 
| sball Re under the grade of Lieutenant Colonel, be shail be 
: | entitled to the pay and emoluments now allowed by law to 
|! ING rephed, ‘that what the the Professor of Natural and Experimental Philusophy. 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means | 
had said, was all true. This appropriation was not || 


apres by the Secretary, but then, this House | and the Chairman. 


The amendment having been read— 
Some conversation followed between Mr. Bur'r 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, raised the 


The CHAIR ruled the amendment out of order. 
Mr. BURT on from the decision. 
Pending which motion— 

The committee rose and reported— 

And the House adjourned. 


] question of order on the amendment. 
i] 





PETITIONS. 
The following petitions were presented under 


the rule, and referred to the appropriate commit- 


tees: 
By Mr. TAYLOR: The petition of William Storer and 
§2 others, ‘citizens of Jackson county, Ohio, praying for 


the establichinent of a mail reute from Jackson Coert 
House to Adeiphi, in Ross county, Ohio. 

By Mr. HOAGLAND: The petition of David Anderson 
and 124 others, citizens of Obio, asking Congress to provide 
means to remove the descentants of the Africun race, to 
give them bounty land, and provide temporary maintenance. 

By Mr. DOTY: The petidon of Captain Ephraim Shater, 
raying leave to enter at the Jand office a wactof laud at 


Se 


IN SENATE, 
Tuurspay, July 25, 1850. 


The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a re- 
port of the Secretary of the Interior, communica- 
ting, in compliance with law, a statement showing 
the balance of appropriation on the Ist July, 184s, 


| the Woke its oie for the fiscal year ending June 


30, 1849, with the transfers, expenditures and ba! 
ances on the Ist July, 1849, and the amounis car- 
ried to the surplus fund; which was read. 

Also, a report of the Secretary of the Interior, 
communicating, in obedience to law, a statement 
of the receipts and expenditures on account of the 


| navy pension fund for the year ending on 30ih 


September, 1849; which was read. 
MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 


Mr. SOULE presented a memorial from citizens 
of Bemeia, California, praying the establishment 
of a port of entry at that place. The memorialicts 
set forth that Benicia has been found, preéminently 
above all others, to possess the requisite facilities for 
a large seaport; that the fact is so well understood 
in the Atlantic cities, that many shippers of goods 
have directed their supercargoes and consignees to 
discharge their cargoes at Benicia, afier entering 
them at the custom-house at San Franersco; that 
American ships are constantly arriving from foreign 
and home ports, after having been subjected to tte 
expense and delay of entering their cargoes at San 
Francisco; and the foreign and internal commerce 
of the port is already greater than that of any sea- 
port in California, except San Francisco. 

The memorial was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr.8. also presented a memorial from Z. F. John- 
son and others, recommending the measure asked 
in the foregoing paper, and stating that it is of 
great importance to the whole mining country that 
ships of large size should be able to approach the 
interior ciues and towns as near as posable, and 
save delay and expenses. 

The memorial was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. YULEE presented a petition of seamen in 
the navy, who served in the Gulf of Mexico, ask- 
ing to be allowed extra pay and bounty jande; 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr. HAMLIN submitted a document relating 
to the establishment of a port of entry at Benicia, 
in California; which was referred to the Commit« 
tee on Commerce. 

Mr. H. also presented a document in relation to 
the expediency of maintaining a signal light in the 
harbor of Savannah, Georgia; which was referred 


: to the Committee on Commerce. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTERS. 
Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public 
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Lands, to whom was referred the bill granting the 
right of way and making a grant of land to the 
Siate of Arkansas, in aid of the completion of the 
military road from Memphis to St. Francis, re- 
ported back the same, with an amendment. 

Me. F. also, from the sume committee, to whom 
was referred the several memorials, from Legisla- 


tures of States and individuals, in relation to the || 


subject of railroads, reported bills of the following 
tiles; which were read and passed to a second 
reading: 

A bill granting the right of way and a donation 
of public land for the purpose of locating and con- 


structing « railroad from the Fails of St. Croix, to || 


Luke Superior; 


A bill granting to the State of Wisconsin the | 
right of way and a donation of public land for the 
purpose of locating and constructing a road from | 


Green Bay to St. Paul’s; ; 

A bill granting to the State of Michigan the 
right of way and a donation of public land for the 
purpose of locating and construcung a road from 
Saginaw to Sault Ste. Marie. 


Mr. F. also, from the same committee, to whom | 


was referred the memorial of the Legislature of 
Alabama, asking a grant of land to aid in the con- 
struction of railroads and plank roads, asked to Le 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
same, on the ground that the subject had already 
been peasidal for which was agreed to. 


Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Print- | 


ing, to whom was referred the motion to print the 
report of the Secretary of War, with reconnoissan- 


ces of routes from San Antonio de Bexar wo E! | 
Paso del Norte by certain officers of the topograph- || 
ical bureau, reported in favor of printing the same. || 

Mr. CASS thought these were the documents || 
called for by this resolution, and wished them to | 
lie upon the table, to give him time to examine | 


them. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, explained that | 


they were not the same, or, if so, in part only. 
He suggested to the Senator from Michigan the 


on Printing. They were accompanied by a gen- 
eral map; but if the objects of the honorable Sen- 


aicr from Michigan required a larger map, the | 
Committee on Printing could examine into the | 


subject, and make such recommendation as they 
might deem necessary. 

Mr. HAMLIN explained that the present mo- 
tion was only for printing the usual number; and 
that when they should te laid upon the tables of 
Senators, the Senator from Michigan would have 
an opportunity to exdmine the documents, and 
satisfy himself, before any further step should be 
taken. 

Mr. CASS preferred that they should lie upon 
the table. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN would state for the informa- 
tion of the Senator from Michigan, (Mr. Cass,] 
that the papers and information called for by him 
were different entirely from the maps and docu- 


ments reported by the chairman of the Committee | 
on Prinung. These are surveys made by the or- | 
der of the War Department by Johnson, and | 
relate to the country between the Red river and | 


the Rio Grande. Those in relation to which he 


wants information relate to the country between | 


ihe Rio Grande and the Navahoe country. 


Mr. CASS thought some of them might be the | 


same, and preferred that they should lie upon the 
tadie, 
The motion to print was then laid upon the ta- 
ble for the present. 
CIVIL AUTHORITY BY MILITARY OFFICERS. 
On motion by Mr, CASS, the Senate took up 
for consideration the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Comusittee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed wo inquire into the expedicucy 0! prohibiting by 
jaw any officer of the army from assuming or exercising 
within the timits of the United States, any civil power or 


authority not conferred by an att of Congress, and of pro- 
Viding an adequate punishment for such offence. 


Mr. HOUSTON addressed the Senate, in reply 
to the remarks made upon the resolution, when 
last under consideration, by the Senator from 
Maryland, [Mr, Paarce,] but had not concluded 
when he yielded to - 

Mr. CLAY, (in a low voice.) Will my worthy 
and gallant friend from Texas pardon me for say- 
ing that the general idéa is thet we shall take 
ones upon this long-pending. subject to-day? 

f be will have the | to postpone to an- 


Poet of allowing them to go to the Comniittee | 


|| other day the remainder of his remarks, I shall be 
|| very much obliged to him. [| am very sorry to 
|| interfere with his speech. 
|| Mr. HOUSTON. I had not the pleasure to 
|| hear the honorable Senator from Kentucky, Mr. 
|| President. 
‘| Mr. CLAY. Shali I repeat what I said? 

Mr. HOUSTON. No, sir, it is not necessary. 

{Laughter.] 1 believe I understood the import of 
| what he said. | will yield the floor, I hope iu 
| will be productive of good—that good will grow 

out of it. But when | took the floor to-day, | did 
|| not anticipate that any one would have the slight- 
| est objection to my continuing the remarks | de- 
| signed to offer. I will surrender; but 1 do it with 
great reluctance. 

Mr. CLAY. I beg leave to say that I am under 
grateful obligations to my friend for this kind for 
| bearance upon his part. I shal! be willing to hear 
| him another day with the greatest pleasure, I 
| wish now, Mr. President, to ask the resumption 
| of the subject which has so long occupied us. But 
|| before doing so, | hope the Senate will excuse me 
| for expressing the wish that we may be able to 
i draw this subject toa conclusion thisday. What- 
|| ever may be its fate, and whichever side may have 
} the majority, | hope the day will not close unul 
| we have decided absolutely upon it. | now move 
| to postpone the further consideration of this sub- 
|| ject until to-morrow. 
| The question being taken upon the motion, it 
|| was agreed to. 


i} 
| 
| 


i 


BILLS PASSED. 


The following bills, ordered to be engrossed 
|| yesterday, were severally read a third time and 
assed : 

The bill granting to the State of Wisconsin a 
donation of public lands to aid in the construction 
| of a railroad from the city of Milwaukie to the 
| Mississippi river. 

The bill to provide additional security for the 
lives and property of persons navigating the weat- 
ern waters. 
|| The bill granting to the State of Michigan the 
right of way and a donation of public land for the 
\| purpose of locating and constructing a canal from 
Rochester, in said State, to the waters of Lake 
|| Michigan. 


| 
| 
} 





HOUSE BILLS REFERRED, 


| The amendments of the House of Representa- 
|| tives to the bill to provide for the printing of the 
|| annual report upon commerce and navigation, were 
| read and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

The bill to grarft a register to the barque James 
Patton, jr., now the Granadian barque Bogota, was 
read a firstand second time by tts title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

The joint resolution explanatory of certain acts 
therein mentioned, was read a first and second time 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, 

THE COMPROMISE BILL. 


The Senate then resumed the consideration of 
the bill reported by the select Committee of Thir- 
teen—to admit California into the Union 4s a State; 
|| providing territorial governments for Utah and 
New Mexico; and making proposals to Texas 
for the settlement of her western and northern 
boundaries. 

The question pending was on the following 
amendment, moved by Mr. Brapsvury, in lieu of 
the 39th section—which section contains the pro- 
posals of Texas relative to her boundary: 


“That the President of the United States be and he is 
hereby authorized, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate, to appoint three con.missioners, who shail have 
Power to agree wilh such Commissioners as may be ap- 
pointed under the legislative authority of the State of Texas, 
upon a live of boundary between the territory of the United 
States and the said State of Texas, commencing at the 
point Where the Red river is intersected by the 100th de- 
gree of west longitude, being the southwest angie of we In- 
dian territory, and ruuning Ww a point on the Rio Grande, to 
be agreed upon by the said commussioners ; and also to agree 
upon the terms, conditions, and consideration upon which 
such line shall be established; and the proceedings and 
agreements of the said commissiouers shail be, as svou as 
possible, Wauemitted to the Presid. ut of the United States, 
to be by him submitted to Congress, with such recounmend- 
ations as the circamstances, in his opinion, may require, tor 
the approval and action of Congress thereupon; and the 
said agreement, When approved by the Congress of the 
United States and the Legislature of we State of Texas, 
shall be obligatory upon te parties.” ‘ 


Mr. HALE moved to amend the amendment by 
adding thereto aa follows: 


A ae 
* And the rights both of the United 8 

to the territory in dispute shall remain the an ot Texas 
were at the date of the exchange of the ratifications at 
trea'y of Guadalupe Hidalgo, and neither party shall ae the 
judiced by anytiing whieh bas subse quently occurred om 
shall either party take any further steps to reduce ar 
rights to possession until after said commissioners 
have heen appointed, and the duties devotve. — 


; d upon 
by this act shall have been executed and 
Congress and Texas shall have acied defiuitely Tenet tad 

Mr. CLAY said that he hoped that final Action 
would be had to-day upon the bill. 

Mr. CASS inquired where Congress received 
the power to enjoin upon a State to do or not to 
do a particular act. The amendment was q pro- 
hibition upon Texas, He did not know wher 
such a power was given by the Constitution, 

Afier some remarks from Mr. HALE in ey. 
planation of his amendment, the question was they 
taken, and the amendment to the amendment Was 
rejected by the following vote: 

YEAS.—Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Benton, 
Bradbury, Clarke, Cooper, Davis of Massachusetts, p: 
of Wisconsin, Douglas, Greene, Hale, Hamlin, Mijjer Nop. 
ris, Pearee, Seward, Shields, Spruance, Underwood U 
ham, Wales, and Watker—23. e 

NAYS.—Messrs, Atchison, Barawell, Brizht, Butler 
Cass, Clay, Davis of Mississippi, Dawzon, Dayton, Dickig. 
son, Dodge of Iowa, Downs, Fetch, Foote, Honston, Hyp. 
ter, Jones, King, Mangum, Mason, Morton, Phetps, Pray 
Rusk, Sebastian, Soulé, Sturgeon, Turney, Whitcomb, anf 
Yulee—30, 

Mr. BENTON moved to strike out of the 
amendment the words, ‘* with such recommenda. 
tions as the circumstances, in his opinion, may re. 
quire for the approval and action of Congress 
thereupon.’ And he stated his objections to those 


words. 

Mr. BRADBURY said that if the motion 
strike out were withdrawn, he would move wo 
amend his own amendment. 

Mr. BENTON withdrawing his motion, Mr, 
BRADBURY moved to amend his own amend- 
ment by making the last part of the last sentence 
but one read as follows: 

And the proceedings and agreement uf the said commis. 
sioners shall be, as early as practicable, transmitted to the 
Presidentof the United States, to be by him submited 
Congress for its action thereupon. 

And the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. BENTON moved to add to the amendment 
as amended, the following provision: 

Provided, That in agreeing upon said boundary line be- 
tween the territory of ie United States aud the said State 
of Texas, the said commissioners shall agree upou no line 
which doves not exclude every portion of New Mexico, 
whether lying on the east or the west side of the Rio Grane, 
from Texas, and which they do not believe to be the true 
and legitimate boundary between New Mexico and ‘T exes. 

He supported his amendment as a provision 
highly just and proper, as a protection to the rights 
secured by the treaty of Hidalgo to the people of 
New Mexico. 

Mr. RUSK briefly replied, in maintenance of 
the right of Texas. 

Mr. BALDWIN supported the amendment of 
the Senator from Missouri. He examined the 
whole subject of the respective tities of Texas and 


New Mexico, and maintained that Texas had no | 


lawful right to the territory in dispute. 

Mr. DAWSON read from a speech of Mr, Ben- 
TON, made some time in June, to show that thea 
it was contended that New Mexico was no parly 
to the controversy, and that it was really a con 
troversy between the United States and Texas. 

Mr. BENTON replied, ; 

Mr. BRADBURY defended his amendment from 
the objections made to it by the Senator from Mis- 
souri. 

Mr. DOUGLAS opposed the amendment to the 
amendment. 

Pa Fos BENTON replied, and Mr. DOUGLAS 
rejoined, bein 

Messrs. DAVIS, of Mississippi, and HALE 
continued the debate upon the title of Texas. 

Mr. CLARKE moved that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. CLAY asked. the yeas and nays on the 
motion, and they were ordered. : 

And the question being taken, resulted in the 
negative, as follows: 

YEAS.—Messrs. Baldwin, Barnwell, Bell, Ber- 
rasa oor eee 
Hanlin sens heaar Miller, Morton, Phelps, ‘Seward, 
souté, ‘Furney, U and Yutue—%.) 

NAYS—Messrs, Atchiiso badger, Bradbury, Briei,Cos 
Ciay, Coopen, Dawpoe, Dic Donige of Lowa, Douglas 
Howus, Feleh, Foote, aan Jones, Ki 
Norrie, Pearce, Pratt, Rusk, tian, Shiela, Sait, 
ance, Sturgeon, Underwood, Wales, Waiker, ie 
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